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THERE ARE JUST A FEW
MORE STEPS TO THE
HILL.. e

WE SACRIFICED
OURSELVES
TO GET TO
THE GREEN
HIiLL

ALL OF MY FRIENDS

IN THIS WAR.
BUT IT WAS WORTH
IT. WE WON.

'GLORY AND
PROSPERITY
FOR MY COUNTRY.




EHI, SACOB, THIS IS
P3, MY GIRLFRIEND.
YOU KNOW, T WOU

e MARRY HER IF THIS WAR

BUT IT'S OVER NOW. DION'T BREAK OUT.

LET'S GO BACK HOME

TO OUR FAMILIES.

SHE IS THE RIGHT
GIRL FOR
You DON'T SPEAK
OT3JACOB, YOU ARE
A SILENT FELLOW, BUT
I LIKE YOU.

YOU KNOW.

I WAS THINKING THAT
YOU WOULD DIE LIKE
HIKS AND SIZEMORE.

BUT HERE YOU ARE

C'MON, THEY ARE
GONNA GET US IN A
SHORT WHILE/!




HEY, YOU WANNA SEE
P.0/S PHOTO? SHIT,
BESIDES BEING SILENT,
YOU ARE EVEN AN
ASS-HOLE. SHIT,

YOU COULD ANSKWER

ME AT LEAST!

e V2 AN

ANYWAY, WE MUST GO,
THERE ARE SO MANY
THINGS TO DO . =

-.AND | HAVE SO MUCH
WORK TO DO, | WILL
NEVER UNDERSTAND

YOU HUMANS; YOU
MASSACRED YOURSELF
FOR A STUPID HILL,
WITHOUT A GOOD REASON

Hey!/
NOW THAT |
CAN TAKE A
BETTER LOOK
AT YOU.

YOU AREN'T
JAcos!

WHAT ABOUT P.3.72
NHHT Nl;_l_ HAPPEN

WHO THE FUCK ARE
YOU? | CAN'T SEE
YOUR FACE!

PN A )

DON'T WORRY,
THERE WILL BE
ANOTHER WAR/

YOU KNOMW....
NOBODY NEVER

CALLED ME
JAcos/




MY NAME IS SGT. SIZE-
MORE AND THIS IS MY
YOU'LL NEVER GET 381 GUNMACHINE!/
THIS HILL, FUCKING
BASTARDS!




SHIT, C'MON A SOLDIER HAS ALWAYS
SlZEIMOQE. SOMETHING MORE...
DON'T PANIC. MY 85MM BULLSMOKE/!

| TOLD YOU:
YOU'LL NEVER
GET THIS HILL/!

THIS MOTHER SUCKER THINKS HE'S
STILL AT WAR. | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW
WHAT WAS GOING THROUGH HIS MIND.

YOU'LL NEVER GET MY GREEN HILL,

FUCKING SONS OF A BITCH, | STILL

HAVE AN 80 MEGATON TINY SEWEL,

FAREWELL IDIOTS, I'LL SEE YOU
'LL SEE YOU LATER IN.

THE END-FOR NOW!/!
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IN THE 12TH CENTURY, IN NORTHERN JAPAN,
TWO RIVAL CLANS WERE ENGAGED IN A
BLOODY WAR...

KWAIDAN - THE SPIRIT OF THE LAKE l

1,

"ROM THE BATTLEFIELD, ,
ASTLE OF THE OKADA
CLAN WAS THE SCENE OF N
SOME STRANGE EVENTS. 5

g



" LorD
TELL HIM T AM ILL.
SABLRO HAS 7 HAVE NO WISH TO
ARRIVED. HE E Mo W
WISHES TO .
SEE you.

THAT'S ENOUGH, ANJIU!
BUT HE HAS HE'S THE FIFTH SUITOR
COME HERE THAT WANTS TO SEE ME.
ESPECIALLY... I HAVE NOTHING BUT
CONTEMPT FOR ALL THESE
ARISTOCRATIC VULTURES.

NANKO-SAN HAS
GONE AWAY TO
FIGHT AGAINST OUR \ AND WHAT
ABOUT YOUR

IMPATIENTLY. YOU S/STER, Lﬁp}’
KNOW THAT...!

SHE HAS REGARDED ME AS HER RIVAL
MY DEAR SISTER EVER SINCE I TOLD HER ABOUT MY
SRANen oW coucl FEELINGS FOR NANKO. AND YET, WHEN
% WE WERE CHILDREN, WE WERE AS
- CLOSE AS TWINS.

SO ALIKE THEN,

AND SO
DIFFERENT NOW!




YOU ASKED
7O SEE ME?

1 WISH TO PUT
AN END 7O OUR
QUARREL.

THE WAR SHOULD

SOON BE OVER,
AND NANKO WILL

LET'S GIVE HIM
THE FREEDOM
70 CHOOSE
BETWEEN US.

PLEASE ACCEPT! I
BEG YoU... DO IT IN
MEMORY OF OUR
CHILDHOOD.

IN MEMORY

YES.
COME AND
SIT NEXT TO
ME, AKANE.

OF OUR
CHILDHOOD, T
Accepr.

LET'S MAKE OUR
CHANCES EQUAL, AND
THEN LET'S SEE IF HE

LOVES YOU ENOUGH TO
MARRY You!




7O SLEEP,
70 DIE ALONE
IN THE SHAD-

OW OF THE




You MUsT BE
SURPRISED TO SEE ME
SEATED HERE, INSTEAD
OF MY S/STER... BUT
YOU'VE COME TOO LATE.

YES, THAT IS
WHAT HAPPENED.

. AND NOW SINCE YOU
HAVE LEFT AND ENTERED THE
NIGHT, I WILL FOLLOW YOU!!!

I LOVED You. A/VD
YOou WERE Si¢

YOU DIDN'T
HAVE THE
RIGHT TO DO
THAT!




- AND MAKE
ALL OUR
SORROWS
VAN/ISH.

WILL FIND THE
LAKE...

AKANE, THE SOLE HEIRESS,
WAS UNABLE TO KEEP OUT

THE CONSTANT INVASIONS OF
ENEMY CLANS.




TWO CENTURIES LATEI



I 70LD YOUu

THE HILLS!

PLEASE LET
ME PLAY
wITH you!

N
N

8
3
S
&




HE SAID GO
AWAY!! ...

2\

I 70LD You
NOT TO

COME

HERE!

THAT KID
BRINGS THE
VILLAGE BAD

LUCK...




I'VE BROUGHT

INJURY...

I MUST REMOVE
YOUR MASK TO
HEAL You.

W\

=

==

WHY
WOULDN'T

SHE PLAY
WITH ME?

I MEAN,

‘CAUSE I
HAVEN'T

GOT ONE?



T'LL EXPLAIN
LATER, CHILD.




SHE DIED UNDER
VERY STRANGE
CIRCUMSTANCES
WHILE GIVING BIRTH
70 You...

I WAS THERE
THAT DAY... BUT
I 7TR/IED TO
FORGET...




I TEN YEARS LATER... I







FRIENDS...

AH... THERE
d | YOU ARE, MY

I S

Y (= Y




HA HA HA!
MY DEAR
KWA/DANS*/
YOU'RE SO BEAUT/-

FUL! COME ouT OF
THE SHADOWS...

You, Too,
USH/O,
COME!

MY LOYAL
LIEUTENANT.

3ER TH:

DO you Ri 8, AT
FoG

ALTHOUGH FIFTEEN YEARS
HAVE GONE 8Y, | KNOW You
HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN THAT
NIGHT...




FOR TWO HUNDRED YEA, HE WAS AT MY MER(
A PRISONER OF THE LAKE... BUT THAT NIGHT.

- N

ey e
DESTROY MY ETERNITY! THAT'S WHAT SHE TRIED TO DO/
SHE KNOWS THAT THE LAKE WATER /S HOLY BECAUSE HER
SOUL IS IMPRISONED IN IT.




HOUNDED BY TIME, SHE SOUGHT A TINY,
NEARLY FULL-FLEDGED CREATURE IN WHOM
SHE COULD BE REBORN. HA HA HA!
MY DEAR LITTLE SISTER! DAMNED FOR ALL

’

SORRY, YOUNG
MOTHER-TO-BE,

aur
I HAVE NO CHOICE!...




>
)/ HOW CAN I HARM
HER JUST BY
TRYING TO LIVE?
THE LAKE WATER
HAS ENABLED HER
70 LIVE FOR

7 .4M USHIO { . CENTURIES... THE
HIJIKATA, RS h TEAESOF THE CHILD WHO 15

THE PURE, HOT
TEARS OF A

LADY AKANE'S > b SUFFERING
LIEUTENANT. | 2 A

AS PART OF MY
DUTIES, I WILL MAKE
SURE THAT You
WILL NEVER BE IN
A POSIT/ION TO HARM
HER AGAIN.




FAREWELL,
LITTLE GIRL!
PART OF ME

WILL LIVE ON IN
You.

700 LATE!
BUT I CAN SAVE...

THE CHILD
HAS NO... NO...




FACE. AH, DEAR S/STER,
YOU LEFT THAT MEMORY IN
A DARK, HIDDEN RECESS
OF YOUR MIND... IN A PLACE
CALLED FORGETFULNESS.

s 72 A=A
= 52’::?7//7‘7//

THIS DESPERATE ACT /S
UNFORGIVABLE IN THE EYES
OF THE GODS AND You WILL
NEVER BE REBORN TO A NEW

LIFE. DISFIGURED FOR ALL
ETERNITY, YOU WILL BE CON-
DEMNED TO ROAM BETWEEN

LIFE AND DEATH!

I DISFIGURED

You, LITT:
S/STER. YOU WILL
NEVER FORGET
THAT.

AND I WILL
REMIND you
EVERY DAY AND
NIGHT.




I GREET YOU, ORIN... AND I HAVE

COME TO YOU, AS I HAVE EVERY

MOON, FOR I NEED TO PROLONG
MY EXISTENCE.

GUARDS!
BRING ME THE
AMPHORA.

OH, SPIRIT OF THE
LAKE! I BEG OF
YOU... PLEASE
ALLOW ME TO
SPEAK TO YOUR
PRISONER!

/IRONIC, ISN'T IT?
YOUR DEATH HAS
GIVEN LIFE TO THE

VATER.

S

J AND THIS LIFE OR
SPIRIT GRANTS MY
DEAREST WISHES..




WHAT ABOUT YOU, ORIN?
WHAT HAS BECOME OF YOUR
ILLUSIONS? WHEN YOU COM-

MITTED SUICIDE, YOU CON-
DEMNED YOURSELF TO ROAM
AMONG LOST SOULS. AND IN

TRYING TO BE REBORN, YOU
/(/MEB TWO INNOCENT CREA-

TURES... WITH THE RESULT
THAT THE GODS HAVE MADE

ME THE GUARDIAN OF THE

SACRED WATER. IRONIC,

1SN'T IT?

I DON'T LIKE HER
A7T/7LIDE' )IER p/sDA/N

HOPE OF WHAT?.

DON’,
REJOICE TOO
SOON, AKANE!

NOTHING IS
EVER DEFINI-
TIVE!

CONCENTRATE ON DEATH
AS IT SURGES INTO YOU.
/T'S A NECESSARY STEP TO
ATTAIN THE LIFE You
DREAM OF.

LET HIM FULLY
APPRECIATE HIS
FINAL MOMENTS,

JOINS OUR
FAMILY.

DOA/’T BE AFRAID!

UT AN END

70 Youk PATHETIC
EXISTENCE!

OH! I KNOW.

ONE EVER FREES
You OF Your
CURSE!

BE THAT AS IT MAY,
I WILL Now B/D You
GOODBYE ...

BRING THE
PRISONER TO
ME!

COME TO ME, M/S-
ERABLE MORTAL!




WHAT ARE You
DOING THERE,
IN THE MIDDLE
OF THE ROAD?

AH! IF ONLY
I couLp
STILL SMELL
DELICATE
PERFUME...

e P UMPH! THAT'S
87 At T Kamis! ) RIDICULOUS! NO ONE CAN SEE you
THE THIRD, ORDER ] T DIED IN BATTLE 4 GR HepdR YOI GET THA
g IN 1383, IN ) INTO YOUR THICK DEAD

You TO COME BACK 7 4 7 you
HERE! MryazaKi! SKULL! YOU'RE THE




I WAS HERE
BEFORE
You, sir!

GENTLEMEN!
SAMURAIS!
PLEASE cALM
DOWN!

PLEASE GO IN.
SHE'LL BE WITH
You SOON.




BUSINESS HAS
BEEN BOOMING
S/NCE I STARTED
TRADING WITH THE
KOREANS.
I'VE SOLD FIFTY
THOUSAND RYOS
OF FABRIC.

HEY, G
THERE'S BLIND
SEMINARU.

STRANGE K/D. IN SPITE
OF HIS BLINDNESS, HE IS
KNOWN AS A TALENTED
PAINTER. HE SEEMS TO
BE HAUNTED BY A

BEAUTIFUL

LIKENESS HE
PAINTS CON-

AND You
NEVER M/SS
A BUSINESS
OPPORTUN/I-

v

HA HA HA!

GOoD
ANALYS/S,
MY DEAR

K/1YOMOR/-
SAN!




U“ih

DT

a3y 1o i o




FOR THIRTY YEARS, I HAVE VISITED YoU,
SEMINARU-SAN, ALWAY'S ON THE SAME
DATE, ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY

DEATH, WHICH OCCURRED TWO HUNDRED
YEARS AGO. YOU HAVE THE POWER TO
CROSS THE FRONTIERS OF THE INV/IS/BLE.
THAT IS WHY I CHOSE Yol...

.LIKE IN
THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL
OF DREAMS.

ARISE! WE
HAVE ONE
FINAL
TASK TO
Accom-
PLISH.

TICESHIP
ENDS
TODAY...




WHERE...
WHERE ARE
WE GOING,
MASTER?

7O THE PLACE
WHERE LIGHT AND
DARKNESS MEET...

BE PATIENT...
You HAVE

..TO RECGG/V/ZE
SPECTERS AND
PROTECT YOURSELF
FROM

THEM.

KNOW THE PATH
THAT LEADS TO
DARKNESS?

I MUST FoLLOW
THE SCENT OF
SULFUR AND
BLOOD... WHICH
WI/LL LEAD ME TO
THE CASTLE AND
THE LAKE...

I'M AFRA/ID
I DON'T
UNDERSTAND,
MASTER...

...TAKE IT BY THE
HAND AND TASTE




/T WON'T BE
EASY TO GET
AWAY FROM HERE,

"SUKO.

DON'T FORGET
THE MADAME
THINKS VERY

HIGHLY OF you!

OF ME OR OF THE MONEY
THAT I BRING HER? I SERVE
ONLY 7‘0 SATISFY PERVERSE

os”y l’VE HAD

WHEN I WAS
A CHILD, T
USED TO

T'VE HEARD ABOUT THE
MI/RACULOUS LAKE. MANY N THEY SAY THAT
PEOPLE HAVE GONE THERE 3 A PRINCESS'S
AND NEVER COME BACK. IT'S A | | | AL souL I1s
FORBIDDEN AREA... PROTECTED s - 8 » IMPRISONED
BY THE KWAIDANS... |

DON'T GO,
SETSUKO!
'S Too
DANGEROUS.

'y
/Y
JaN




~ EVERYONE /IGNORED ME. N
I LIVED ALONE, AND I WAS
AFRAID OF THE DARK.

I ONLY FELT AT
PEACE IN THE
CEMETER)

CALM DOWN, KEIKO.
I'M GO/ING TO
LIGHT A CANDLE.

THE WINDOW IS
LISTEN! WHAT ARE " OPEN... IT'S PROBA-

THOSE WEIRD ’ BLY JUST THE WIND.
SOUNDS? WE =

SHOULDN'T HAVE HAD

THIS CONVERSAT/ION.

IT HAS AWAKENED THE
EVIL SPIRITS!!




YOU'RE IN
Y ' 74E PLEASURE
DISTRICT, BLIND
MAN.

V MAYBE You'D

LIKE TO
SPEND A FEW
RYOS, HUH?

HEY, ARE YOU DEAF
700, OR WHAT? IF
You LIKE, I CAN GO
SEE THE LADIES OF
THE NIGHT WITH

OKAY. FORGET
1T. YOU'RE NOT
MUCH FUN! T'LL
CATCH UP WITH
You AT HOME...




41
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BE/ I MUST
BE HALLUC/-
NATING!

/T'S YOUR
TURN NOW.

DEAR
FRIENDS...

DRINK UP YOUR REFLECTION,
ALLOW YOURSELVES TO BE
CARRIED AWAY BY THIS
GENTLE ILLUS/ION, BECOME THE
CREATURE THAT YOU DREAM
OF BEING...




ABANDON YOURSELVES TO
ME, MY CHILDREN, AND I
WILL LET YOU RELISH THESE
MOMENTS OF HAPPINESS.

TAKE EVERYTHING

LIFE HAS DENIED You
AND ENJOY IT.

EVEN FOR ME,
NOTHING
REMAINS BUT...

/ NOW, LET US GATHER
TOGETHER. SEE HOW,
WITH THE PASSING OF
TIME, OUR FAMILY HAS
GROWN...




BES/DES, IF you

WERE SO SCARED

You couLp HAVE
STAYED HOME!

IDON'T
UNDERSTAND
You! you
DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHERE
YOU'RE GOING!




oKAY, I GOT THE
|\ MESSAGE. You can
GO BACK HOME.

- EEEm
‘EEE

N .

ANyBODY
HOME?

T

Uik
i

Ji-

i

i
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MY INTUITION WAS

o iy

BLIND MaN-S

HOUSE!
A BLIND
! ) 1 W panTeR! HOW

‘ v ""[” “‘ STRANGE...

i) I

l \A

PA . -mmv""w’f/“ s

<> N

e 7 >

"

I'M CRYING LIKE A -
caino o cor | IR .)

NO REASON! IT'S R 7
e
f

ALL BEYOND ME..
FIRST THAT LET-
TER, THEN THESE

PICTURES...

BEAUTIFUL...

Z W X
207 IR

R R

1T CAN'T BE A

COINCIDENCE!
SOMEONE /1S
TRYING TO...

BUT SHE LoOKS
S0 s4D.

WHAT?! WHAT'S GO/NG ON?
SHE NO LONGER HAS...?/

iy 1 I L

mmm,

HELP ME
UNDER-
STAND.







UNBELIEVABLE! | I MUST WARN
THAT MAS/ |
LOOKS SO MUCH
LIKE.!

HER FACE HAS
HAUNTED ME FOR AS
FAR BACK AS I CAN
REMEMBER, BUT I HAVE
NEVER SEEN HER.

HER UNHAPPY
I'VE BEEN FATE DROVE
TOLD SHE WAS HER TO
A TWELFTH- SUICIDE. SHE
CENTURY DROWNED IN
PRINCESS. LAKE AMADA.

AMADA? I'VE
HEARD OF THAT
MIRACULOUS
LAKE...

I MUsT 6o
THERE!

WHO IS THE
WOMAN WHOSE
RAIT

PORT You
KEEP PAINTING?

THE PLACE IS

48




A FEW DAYS
LATER...

LET'S SEEK
SHELTER IN
THE FOREST.
AND BESIDES, \
/T'S START-
ING TO RAIN.

A/

,7’ 1 NS

e




HAHAHA!
I'VE NEVER

AT LEAST
1T'S MADE
ME FEEL

ALIVE! IT'S
WONDERFUL!

SO WHY LOOK
ELSEWHERE FOR WHAT
T'VE GOT HERE WITH

2

THE MOMENT.
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HURRY,
SETSUKO!

WE MUST
GET OUT OF
THE FOREST/




A KWAIDAN!
TAKE YOUR
CLOTHES OFF/

y HURRY,
SETSUKO!




AS LONG AS HE
SEES THE
SACRED TEXTS,
WE'RE SAFE!

You MusT
TAKE YOUR
CLOTHES OFF...




VdIme




ZOMB/E

CARGO-CRAFT

SOME TRANSLATIONS AREN'T VERY

RELIABLE. TAKE THE B/BLE, FOR MOBY DICK
EXAMPLE. HOW MANY TIMES HAS /T LANDING
BEEN TRANSLATED? HOW CAN WE NOW...

BE SURE WHAT THE ORIGINAL - v

-

oAy WE'RE BRINGING
YOU GOOD/IES
FROM HOME,

GuYs/

N CONCENTRATED
ANTISEPTIC.

SHIT,
THIS

7O CONTAMI/NATE
MARS W/ITH
ANY OF OURrR
D/ISEASES...

MARS... /T'S HARD
7O BELIEVE WE
ALMOST FAILED TO
CONQUER IT. AND IT

WASN'T EVEN
BECAUSE WE LOST

SOME MAJOR WORLD
WA4aRr... NO, IT w4as
JUST BECAUSE OF

SOME STUF/D

BUDGET CUTS.

HE HAS SPENT
HIS WHOLE LIFE
IMAGINING AND
DREAMING OF
THIS MOMENT. HE
HAS PRACT/ICED
AND TRAINED
CONSTANTLY. AND
HE HAS FINALLY
MADE /T.

e




Y

STOFP
AND MOVE T/

PHILOSOPHIZING

-
THE EXIT CHUTE HAS BEEN

DEPLOYED, AND I'M SURE
THE SETTLERS ARE
IMFPAT/IENT TO GREET US.

2 Q
Q

i DREAM COME

TRUE! ON EARTH THE
MOST I CAN HOFE
FOR /IS TO SHARE
A ONE-BEDROOM

APARTMENT.

CLUTCHING THEIR BELONGINGS,
THE SETTLERS HAVE CROWDED
INTO THE ARRIVALS' HANGAR. A
COUPLE OF BODY BAGS ARE
PILED UNCEREMON/OUSLY IN A
CORNER. A FRIGHTENING
S/ILENCE HOVERS UNCANNILY
OVER THE SCENE.

AFTER THIS TRIP ;
AND A COUPLE i
MORE, I'LL HAVE A\/)‘f ——
ACQUIRED FIVE e =
HUNDRED ACRES
ON MARS... - o —< r
. v B! < .
= > / - —w r-"‘ % - 5
¢ i L%
/" > - : f‘
» \
——
g . “
. WHAT THE
BUT... AT
S/LENCE. NO VO/ICES.
NOT EVEN A SLIGHT
RUSTLING. TWO CHILDREN ARE
GENTLY ROLLING A BALL
TOWARD EACH OTHER. THAT
/S ALL.
o
o

TAKE US
AWAY FROM
HERE.

»

@

THEY ALL STAND UP AND QUIETLY PICK UFP
THEIR BUNDLES. A MUTED, CONFUSED
MURMUR /S THE ONLY NO/SE THAT RISES

FROM THE GROUPF.

N

I DON'T
UNDER-
STAND...

wdﬂ'

1"




5{: \ / I..0.K. BUT WE MUST
\ \ WAIT TILL THE CRAFT FINE!
HAS BEEN LOADED WE'LL WAIT.
o WITH ENOUGH WATER
7O ATTA/N FISS/ON...

IT WILL TAKE A p4Y
AND A HALF.

S

—_— THERE'S NOTHING
— TO UNDERSTAND.
CLAUSE 17,
PARAGRAPH 26 OF
OUR CONTRACT
STATES THAT IF WE
WANT TO LEAVE, THE
PLANETARY COMPANY
WILL COME AND GET
us. so po 1r’/

-

EVERYONE S/TS DOWN AGA/N

IN HUSHED S/ILENCE. AND THE

CHILDREN START ROLLING THE
BALL AGA/N.

CAPTAIN,
THEY'RE
AFRAID...

NO. THEY DIDN'T
: EVEN ANSWER MY
SO THAT'S : QUEST/IONS. THEY
THE FAMOUS JUST STARED AT ME
WHEN I SPOKE TO
THEM... AND KEFT ON
You ABLE TO - STARING AS I WAITED

FIND OUT i FOR THEIR REFLY.
ANYTHING 7 : j

/ ¥ deswmin. t\**‘




BuUT
SOMETHING WHAT ARE THE CEMETERY.
HAPPENED... AND WHATEVER IT WAS, IT You LOOK- THREE ARE ﬁigswc;. 4
SCARED THEM BADLY ENOUGH COUNTED THEM. TWO
7O MAKE THEM GIVE UP THEIR OF THEM "
PRIVILEGES, DECIDE TO GO HEM ARE INS/DE,
BACK TO THEIR CLBBYHOLES j IN THE BODY BAGS.
ON EARTH, AND TAKE OUT A THE THIRD ONE MUST
LOAN FROM THE COMPANY _ BE BURIED AROUND
THAT MANY OF THEM WILL g
HAVE TO PASS ON TO THEIR
CHILDREN.

THE ONLY EXPLANA-
TION /S THAT THERE'S
BEEN SOME SORT OF

DISEASE...

I AND THEY WON'T

TELL WS ABOUT IT
BECAUSE IF WE KNEW IN FACT,
WE WOULDN'T TAKE WE COULDN'T
THEM BACK.... GO BACK,

EITHER/

GRAVE... IT'S
BEEN DUG

«ATTACKED BY A
FREPATOR. /T SEEMS
THERE'S A CREATURE ON
MARS THAT EATS HUMAN
BEINGS. AND MAYBE
HUNTS THEM TOO...

AND THAT'S WHY THEY
WON'T TELL US ABOUT IT.
/F WE KNEW THEY'D BEEN
IN CONTACT WITH AN ALIEN ! ,
LIFE FORM, WE'D HAVE TO _ BUT THEY'RE MUCH

KEEP THEM IN QUARANTINE : - TO0 gﬁ?ED 70




JUST /N CASE...
WE'D BETTER wAIT
IN THE CARGO-

HE LOOKS THROUGH THE
WINDSCREEN AND SEES THEM
STARING S/LENTLY AT THE EXIT
CHUTE. THEIR FEAR /S ALMOST

PALFPABLE.

I'VE GOT A PLAN. I'LL TAKE ' —— =
THEM AWAY FROM HERE AND )
I'LL NOTIFY THE COMPANY. <A

THEN, IF THERE'S ANY DANGER e o N
VY |

OF CONTAMINATION, WE'LL
REMAIN /N LUNAR ORBIT

UNTIL SOMEONE DECIDES | THING YOU -
WHAT TO DO. 2 % 2\ N2 SHOULD HAVE A m : ’ }N&’

LOOK AT THIS...

THE MARTIAN WIND L/IFTS UP CLOUDS OF DUST. A
SMALL ROCK HITS THE STATION. WHEN THEY HEAR /TS
THUD, THE SILENT CROWD HUDDLES UF, AS IF
RESPONDING TO A S/GNAL... OR AS /F THEY FELT
THREATENED BY ANY SOUND FROM OUTS/DE...

0L s

'o\. )\

/ | “ \ o= pll ]

/ ;w
THERE
T/s

L " WHEN THE WIND DIES DOWN
A BIT AND THERE'S LESS
SAND IN THE AIR, THE SONAR
DETECTS SOMETHING. IT TIME WE PICK
SEEMS TO BE MOVING UP A SIGNAL,
HAPHAZARDLY... THE THING

SEEMS TO
HAVE MOVED

ACTIVATE ALL
SECURITY SYSTEMS.
AND EVERYONE GET
THEIR GUNS OFF

AGAIN...

7 .AND THE FIRST

THING WE DO /S PULL
OUT OUR WEAPONS!

R/DICULOUS.

WE FIND our BUT /F NOTHING CAN
ABOUT AN GET FPAST OUR
EXTRA-TERRES- DEFENSE SHIELD...

TRIAL LIFE
FORM...




IT'S SEALED.
BUT... SOMETHING... - ' " AND I'M FILLING
FROM THE OUTS/DE THE HOLE WITH
HAS MADE A HOLE... : SYNTHET/C

\\’ S \ CEMENT...
\ C oy
! ’ "
H !_'1\_ = . oN
LA \ "
. H \ y
LS




READY!
LIGHTS ourt’

",
o

% A
| B

,
v
'y

/

DON'T
ANYONE
COME /IN/

DON'T

DON'T COME
ANY CLOSER/
DPON'T LOOK INS/PE/
NO ONE MUST LOOK/
SEAL THE ROOM/

YOU'RE...
YOUW RE HURT-
ING ME.../

THERE'S

THERE'S
BLOOD ON THE
WALLS...

SWITCH
THE LIGHT
OFF/ SWITCH
THE DAMN
LIGHT OFF/

ARE YOou
CRAZY? WHAT
HAPFPENED?




BRING ME THE
LEADPER OF THE
SETTLERS...

| | THE MaN kNEw RIGHT | .
- AWAY.

SO HE MANAGED

7O BREAK IN...

/N SPITE OF

THE DEFENSE
AND HIS SYSTEMS...?
FAMILY.

ONCE HE WAS /INS/DE,
HE GRABBED THREE
1 OF MY MEN. NOW

YOU'VE GOT 7O TELL

I WILL KILL

YOou, OR YOURr
ME WHAT THIS WI/FE OR
THING /S... PAUGHTER...

x

-AND THEY'LL STAY
THERE FOR THE REST OF
THEIR LIVES, STARING AT
THE THING THAT /S SHUT
INS/DE.

b

THE WOMAN STOOD I
NEXT TO HIM AND WEPT

wd WILL JUST
OPEN THE DOOR, _ , =
PUSH THEM INS/DE - " ' =
AND SWITCH THE - ;
LIGHT ON...

BITTER, DESPERATE
1 4 ‘ TEARS.
- e WE COULDN'T BELIEVE IT
AT FIRST. WE USED MINING BUT THEN oo
EXPLOSIVES TO ATTACK ONE OF us s .
HIM... OR IT. THEY WERE REMEMBERED

USELESS. AND THE WORST SOMETHING... BIBLE...

HE PUT AN ARM THING WASN'T OUR FAILURE L] q
AROUND HIS 7O DESTROY [T... BUT OUR i
PAUGHTER'S TOTAL INABILITY TO

SHOULDERS, HUGGED
HER TO HIM, AND
SPOKE.

UNDERSTAND.

-----




FTHE CRASH CAME FROM N ' i GO INTO THE
THE GREENHOUSE! THERE'S \ . : /i SERVICE CORRIDOR ™
ANOTHER ONE! WHATEVER AND COVER THE :

MADE THAT NO/ISE MUST'VE ; :
GOT /N THROUGH ONE OF F 1 : J GREENHOUSE EXIT. IF

THE DOORS, BECAUSE THEY L9 | YOU SEE ANYTHING,
WERE NOT AIR-SEALED. i ¥ SEAL OFF THE AREA

AND TURN ON THE
PO/SON GA4S.

“_

AS HE CHECKS HIS GUN,
HE SEES THE FAMILY
STANDING AT THE ENDP OF
THE CORRIDOR. WITH
A LOOK OF INFINITE
SADNESS, THE LITTLE GIRL
WAVES SLOWLY AT HIM, AS
/F SHE WERE B/DDING
FAREWELL TO SOMEONE
SHE WILL NEVER SEE
AGAIN.

THIS /S... IT SMELLS
OF GUNPOWDER




""""""""
LL Bl

BE...

THE TWO MEN - OR WHAT
/S LEFT OF THEM -
ARE STUCK IN THE

CHAOS OF PIPES /IN THE

CE/LING.

IT'S DIFFICULT TO
SQUEEZE A HAND
BETWEEN TWO FP/PES,
EVEN TO MAKE
REFPAIRS.
)y — A,
i BUT SOMEONE, OR
SOMETHING, HAS STUCK
THE TWO BOD/ES IN
THERE, WHERE THEY' RE

BEING CRUSHED AND
BROKEN...

| . w
SHE ISN'T DEAD,
AT LEAST SHE

DOESN'T SEEM TO

T

PERHAPS THIS /S A NEW
FORM OF DEATH, A
SECRET, HIDDEN DEATH,
WHICH DOES NOT
ALLOW GRIEVING AND

FORGETTING.

1D




DON'T WORRY...
I'LL TAKE CARE OF
HIM...

A NO/SE RISES
FROM THE WASTE
AREA, AND A HAND

STIRS AS /F IT WERE

R TRYING TO /INDICATE
SOMETHING. OR

PERHAPS IT JUST

SEEMS TO ST/IR.

| /T'S RUMMAGING
THROUGH THE
ROTTING
LEFTOVERS OF THE
GREENHOUSE

BN
D= ™

l =
* W) (@i
| A WK _..
iy * =y ¥
= '.:-_' “»>

THAT'S ALL HE
NEEDS TO SEE.

SHOW ME
WHAT YOUu o
GOT.../
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THE FIGURE
STANDS UPRIGHT.

AND THAT'S WHEN HE REALIZES
THAT THIS CREATURE COVERED
IN THE RED DUST OF MARS /S

ACTUALLY HUMAN.

THEN IT TURNS TOWARD THE EYES SEEM TO PANCE GRABBING A CHUNK
|\ HIM AND HE SEES IT IS | INTHEIR SOCKETS. THE OF ROTTING MUD, THE
| BURNED, SCORCHED BY THE | PARCHED LIPS CURL OVER CREATURE UTTERS ONE

LASER GUN, BLACKENED BY THE TEETH, REVEALING THE § WORD...
THE PLANET'S FROZEN GUMS. THE EMPTY, DRIED

ATMOSPHERE. OUT VEINS IN THE NECK
SHOW UP THROUGH THE
BROKEN SKIN.




AS I wAS
TELLING YOU...

THE EARLY LATIN
TRANSLAT/IONS OF THE
B/BLE SA/D, “YOU COME

FROM DUST, AND TO

DUST YOU SHALL

RETURN...”

BUT THE MOST
ANC/ENT
TRANSLAT/ONS
G/VE ANOTHER
VERS/ON...

g

— il

“FROM EARTH
YOou CAME AND
TO EARTH YOou
SHALL
RETURN.”

THE B/BLE
S54Ys, "PUsT
7O DUST: DUST
You ARE AND
pusT you
SHALL
BECOME...”

—

You sEe?
RETURN...
TO EARTH...

/T DOESN'T N
MATTER WHERE
IN THE UNIVERSE
WE DIE... WE WILL
EVENTUALLY RISE
FROM OUR
GRAVES... AND
RETURN TO




a1

THE SETTLERS DO NOT MOVE A MUSCLE AS
THEY LIE STRETCHED OUT ON THEIR
MAKESHIFT COTS. THEY HAVEN'T BEEN
SEDATED, BUT THEY LIE UNMOVING, AS /F
THEIR PERFECT ST/ILLNESS COULD KEEF THE
TERROR AT B84Y.

THE FIRST OFF/CER,
HOWEVER, HAS BEEN
SEDATED. SHE KEEPS
RUNNING HER HANDS
OVER HER BODY, AS /F
SHE WERE TRYING TO
WIFE HER SKIN CLEAN -

OF SOME TERR/IBLE

IMPURITY.

[ AR

IN THE CORPSE STORAGE
B AREA, THE ZOMBIE FEELS
THAT THE EARTH /S GETTING
CLOSER BY THE MINUTE. AND,
AT REGULAR INTERVALS, IT
REPEATS THE SAME WORD,
LIKE A MANTRA.

NEXT TO HIM, SOMETHING
/S TRYING TO GET OUT OF
ONE OF THE BAGS. IT
KEEPS TUGGING AT THE
Z/IPPER FROM THE INS/DE.
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* LOS BROS HERNANDEZ %

LUBA IN AMERICA / LOCAS IN LOVE / LOVE AND ROCKETS #1-6 / TALES FROM SHOCK CITY

Jaime, Gilbert and Mario Hernandez revolutionized comics in the 1980s with
their sexy and provocative tales of L.A. punkettes and Central American villagers.
Now in its second incarnation, Love and Rockets returns with three new serials
(along with the usual surprises each issue), continuing the grand tradition they've
trailblazed for twenty years and counting!

Los Bros were busy between the two series, of course — Jaime continued the
adventures of his beloved characters in the stories collected in Locas in Love,
which follows Maggie, Hopey and the gang as they chart their way through the
murky grown-up world. Gilbert, meanwhile, forged ahead with his post-Palomar
stories in Luba in America, weaving multiple plots and characters into a rich,
multi-faceted tapestry. Need more? How about Tales frrom Shock City, which
reprints the twisted sci-fi comics Gilbert and Mario published in Mr. X fifteen
years ago — now re-written and re-drawn to fit into the Hernandez universe, plus
an all-new six-page story! More love AND more rockets, courtesy of the Brothers
Hernandez!

7N

* DAN CLOWES *

GHOST WORLD / LIKE A VELVET GLOVE... / 20TH CENTURY EIGHTBALL / DAVID BORING

The defining cartoonist of his generation hits the big time at last with a movie
based on his acclaimed graphic novel Ghost World, which captures the
mundane thrills and hourly tragedies of two teenage girls on the cusp of adult-
hood. Clowes’ lates collection is 20th Century Eightball, which colllects the
funniest and most outrageous humor pieces from the artist’s landmark comic
book Eightball. Speaking of which: Eightball #22 is here at last, containing 27
interrelated short strips which tell the story of a kidnapping in a small town.
There’s lots of other books still available as well, including Like a Velvet
Glove Cast in Iron, a surreal and dreamlike trip into the dark underbelly of
America, Clowes’ landmark graphic novel David Boring, an apocalyptic tale of
sex and longing (now available in softcover)!

S LIKE A V
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ERAZY & IGNATLZ

“THERE IS A HEPPY LEND FUR, FUR AWAY”"

VOL. IT: “LOVE.LETTERS IN ANCIENT BRICK”

Fantagraphics is proud to announce the return of the most coveted reprint A °
series ever, containing the classic Krazy Kat Sunday strips, assembled by Bill
Blackbeard and designed by acclaimed Acme Novelty Library cartoonist Chris
Ware. Each volume collects a full two years” worth of full-page Sundays in §
black-and-white (the series originally ran in William Randolph Hearst's §\
newspapers on the society pages without color), as well as bonus art and V P
photography detailing the life and work of master cartoonist George Herriman!

PETER BAGGE

HATE COLLECTION / BUDDY BITES THE BULLET / HATE ANNUAL #1-3

Generation X got the biographer it deserved in Peter
Bagge's Hate comics. The books Hey, Buddy! and Buddy
the Dreamer (which reprint stories from the original black-
and-white issues) are stuffed with tales of pathetic drunks, bad
rock 'n’ roll, psychotic love affairs and minimum wage hell —
think Archie comics on acid. Buddy Go Home!, Buddy’s
Got Three Moms, and the just released final book, Buddy
Bites the Bullet!, which collect the full-color issues, follow
Buddy back to New Jersey with his psychotic girlfriend Lisa.
There’s even some new Hate, with the new Hate Annual! Also
available: The Bradleys, a sordid look at Buddy’s teenage
years (along with his dysfunctional family), and Junior and
Friends, focusing on some of Bagge’s most laughably pathetic
characters — both series now available in affordable comics
mini-series format!

S¥HEN,, BUBDY £ {HBYBUD, . §12.95)
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SAFE AREA GORAZDE / PALESTINE

Sacco’s work is a groundbreaking example of the kind of ambitious subject mat-
ter open to comics, For Safe Area Gorazde, a shocking and absorbing 220-page
look at the war in Yugoslavia, Sacco spent a half-year in Bosnia in 1996, immersing
himself in the human side of the conflict often missing from news coverage. His first
major work of comics journalism, Palestine, is a powerful first-person account of
life in the Occupied Territories of the West Bank. This book won Sacco nationwide
recognition and an American Book Award.

*» SAFE AREA GORAZDE HARDCOVER [SAFEG, $28.95]
*» PALESTINE [PALESC, §

FATRILE ROSHENKRAN

REBEL VISIONS

This impressive 240-page hardcover follows the movements of ﬁfty artists during the heyday of the
| underground comix scene. Through in-depth interviews with the partici meticulously-d

research and other materials, it offers an intimate look at a phenomenon that changed culture forever.
| Rosenkranz spent decades researching this book and acquiring the cooperation of every significant car-
toonist working in the field, Copious illustrations and photographs throughout (many in color) make Rebel
4| Visions the most comprehensive history of underground comix ever published.

*t REBEL VISIONS: THE UNDERGROUND COMIX REVC

UTION 1963-1975 [REBVIS, $39,95]

LA PERDIDA / MIRROR WINDOW

JESSICA ABEL %&@

Jessica Abel returns to comics with La Perdida, a four-issue graphic
novel! Carla, a culturally-Anglo American whose absentee father is Mexican,
formed a romantic attachment to Mexico in her late teens, idolizing Frida Kahlo
and trying lamely to learn Spanish. Then she meets a wealthy would-be Beat
poet, and travels to Mexico to follow in the footsteps of William S. Burroughs
and Jack Kerouac. Also: Mirror, Window is a 118-page softcover, with short
stories of life and love that display Abel’s wonderful artwork and keen ear for
dialogue and character.

® LA PERDIDA §1-2 [BAB!
*+ MIRROR, WIN

-1.2, $4.95 EACH)
MIRROR, $12.95)

Each collection of Underworld reprints a year and half's worth of New York
cartoonist Kaz's hilariously punk weekly strip: It's a Peanuts for the manic-depressive.
Sidetrack City collects Kaz's best and most surreal work from Heavy Metal,
National Lampoon, Details, and elsewhere, including the epic title story, in a spiffy
two-color format.

* UNDERWOI
* UND
-




€*) % DAVE COOPER %

SUCKLE / DAN AND LARRY / WEASEL #6

Weasel (which won the 1999 Harvey Avmrd for “Best New Series”)
shines with Dave Cooper’s careful attention to detail and lush design. The new
sixth issue is a full color-collection of Cooper paintings, with an emp} on
the eroticism of everyday girls. Suckle is his first graphic novel, a surreal trav-
elogue through sexual confusion and urban living. Finally, Dan and Larry is
a twisted fable about an ugly duckling and the even uglier world around him —
a darkly hilarious Cooper masterpiece!

* BARRY WINDSOR-SMITH %

ADASTRA IN AFRICA / OPUS 1 AND 2

Adastra in Africa, presented in a deluxe hardcover format, is a continua- [ e 2 el ]
tion of sorts to Windsor-Smith’s gone-but-not-forgotten series Storyteller, and [N p
features the “Young Gods” character Adastra in a magnificently drawn fable.
Opus 1 and Opus 2 are the first in a projected multi-volume series that combines
autobiography and philosophical musings from Windsor-Smith, accompanied by
page after page of gorgeously shot art, including never-before-seen paintings, [
sketches, and comics pages. Each is over 160 pages long, full color throughout,
and presented in a magnificent hardcover.

* CHRIS WARE *

MY CORRLGHN

Winner of The Guardian’s prestigious First Book award, this beautifully designed, 360-page

hardcover collects Ware’s critically-acclaimed tale of an awkward and lonely man, who reunites B

with his long-lost father’s side of the family and lives to regret the experience. Spanning

a hundred years, this book contains fold-out instructions, paper cut-outs and an official apology

by the author, all complementing one of the most astonishing and absorbing graphic novels of
the new millennium.

* BOB FINGERMAN

BEG THE QUESTION / WHITE LIKE SHE
Beg the Question collects Fingerman'’s fan-favorite series Minimum Wage Whit ke St
into a definitive 240-page hardcover, completely retouched with added greytones tLe Like She
and almost 40 pages of new artwork, depicting an engaging tale of courtship and BLG THE OUESTION
perversity in Manhattan. White Like She is a 96-page softcover that tells the story o
of a middle-aged black man who through a dizzying string of circumstances finds l“
himself trapped in the body of a young white woman. Delving into race relations,
LAl
BOB FINGERNAN

political correctness, gender roles and sexual orientation, this book is an acerbic
and compelling sci-fi thriller that paints an uneasy portrait of modern life.

P Wwwfantagmyﬁics‘com P



% TONY MILLIONAIRE %

MAAKIES / THE HOUSE ON MAAKIES CORNER |

Eisner Award-winning Tony Millionaire hits the books at last with two collections of
his popular weekly comic strip. These Chip Kidd-designed volumes focus on the adven-
tures of an alcoholic, suicidal crow and his monkey pal, mixed with shockingly elegant
depictions of nautical adventure. Maakies and the new hardcover The House at Maakies
Corner combine the feel and spirit of early, classic newspaper strips with Millionaire’s
funny, bombastic and unpredictable sensibility.

Blab is quite simply one of the most gorgeous, eye-popping
anthologies of comics and illustrations being published today, a
lush, cutting-edge collection of new works by some of the best
contemporary artists. Each issue contains adventurous works
by such creators as Drew Friedman, Peter Kuper, Laura Levine,
Walter Minus, Gary Baseman, Sue Coe, Spain, the Clayton
Brothers, and many more!

o+ BLEB #10-13 [BLAB10-13, $

Ivan Brunetti’s softcover volume, Haw!, contains almost a hundred pages of sin-
gle-panel gag cartoons, each less morally excusable than the last, and definitely not
for the weak at heart. Office water-cooler gags that could get you fired — buy one
today! Back in print: all three issues of his legendary series Schizo, loaded with
mmore bile and loathing than any other comic book.

HoRRBLE, HolleLE
CARToONS ty lvan Brunetti

* ROBERTA GREGORY *{

A BITCH IS BORN / AS NAUGHTY AS SHE WANTS TO BE |
AT WORK AND PLAY WITH BITCHY BITCH / BURN BITCH BURN / NAUGHTY BITS!

Who says feminists don’t have a sense of humor? Roberta
Gregory’s Naughty Bits takes on modern life with its tales of
Bitchy Bitch, the perennially pissed-off anti-heroine of the decade.
A Bitch Is Born spans her life from her grade-school years,
through her hippie period, and into the 9-to-5 office jungle. As
Naughty As She Wants to Be contains all of Bitchy's raunchi-
est and most X-rated stories; At Work and Play with Bitchy
Bitch follows her on a hellish vacation. Bitchy Bitch’s College
Daze is a flashback to the not-so-groovy '70s, and Bitchy Butch
is devoted to her cranky dyke cousin. The latest volume, Burn
Bitchy Burn, travels from Bitchy’s modern-day world to the 12th
century world of Witchy Bitch! Also available: issues of Naughty Bits, where all-new Bitchy stories appear quarterly!

>’ www.fantagraphics.com



CHARLES  BURNS

BIG BABY /[ SKIN DEEP / BLACK HOLE COMICS

The dark, psychological horror comics of Charles
Burns is collected in a series of superbly produced hard-
covers with a special cloth binding, new endpapers, and
supplemental graphics. Big Baby collects all of Burns’
horrific stories starring the inquisitive boy with a nose for
mystery for the first time ever, while Skin Deep reprints
Burns' Dog Boy, Mister Blister, and other strips. And §
don’t miss Black Hole, his evolving, engrossing comic
book tale of teenage sex, drugs, and disfiguring disease.

-

WALLACE WOOD

@ THE COMPLEAT  SALLY FORTH / COMPLEAT CANNON
Legendary EC comics artist Wally Wood may be gone, but his ground-
breaking adult comic strips will live forever in these two new oversized
softcovers! The Compleat Sally Forth stars a buxom (and frequently
naked) young woman, and her adventures in the Army, in a gut-busting
satire Mad Magazine could only dream of getting away with, while the
long-awaited Compleat Cannon collects Wood’s hard-boiled, tits-and-
guns spy thriller. Enjoy!

RICK ALTERGOTT

DOOFUS OMNIBUS
A slap-happy goon with a predilection for women’s “stinkies” snatched from the
laundry basket, Doofus is the most dismaying comic-book hero you'll see this decade —
and the meticulous, EC-inspired art only makes it worse. The release of the Doaofus
Omnibus collects just about every Doofus story ever created, complete with 24 color
pages, resulting in the book you'll be most likely to hide when your respectable friends
come to visit. It should go without saying this stuffis too funny for words! Raisin Pie
is Altergott’s new series, created in collaboration with fellow indy comix superstar Ariel
Bordeaux, which spotlights an all-new Doofus tale not found in the Omnibus!

%j

In the grand tradition of Edward Gorey and Charles Addams (with a touch of
cheesecake thrown into the mix), Peculia is a 104-page collection of tales starring a
precocious adventuress exploring a world of monsters, evil geniuses and other nasties.
Evil Eye, Sala’s new continuing series, features a thrilling serialized graphic novel,
“Reflections in a Grass Scorpion,” as well as the sexy tales of “Peculia.”

* DOOFUS OMNIBUS [
* RATEIN ¥

RICHARD SALA

EVIL EYE / PECULIA

* EVIL EYE $2-
* EVIL EYE #8-




THE  BOOK OF MR NA’I'URAL / THE L OF FRITZ THE CAT

MYSTIC FUNNIES #3 / CDMPLETE CRUMB COMICS VOL -/ COMPLETE CRUMB COMICS VOL. 13- 16

e flo /) J L[ . Fantagmphm is proud to publish the works of the legendary cartoonist R.
3 of America’s most original, trenchant, and uncompromising

ok of M1' Natural collects both Crumb s classw ’60s and

vie Crumb). The Life and Death of Fritz the Cat reprints the
stories of Crumb s most faxmms character from the 60s. Crumb’s new

eatures him at the peak of his early-"70s counterculture period, and Vol. 13-16,
| which cover his work from the late '70s to the mid '80s, including many rare

* THE BOOK' OF MR.. NATURAL ' (MRNAT, 512,351
& ERITYPHE CAT[FRITA. §5.951

SHMYETIC FUNNIES/ $3 {MYST3, £3.95]
 COMELETE CRUME & SOFTCOVER [CROBS, $19.95]
kncoum.h‘rs CRUMB. 13 S}H‘COVER [CR13§, $18.95], / HARDCQVER | [CRI3H, $39.95)
3 /'SIGNED HARDCOVER | (CR13Z, '$75.00]
=5 CONPLETH  CRUBE 14 SORTCOVER | [CRI4B, $18.95} {HARDOOVER. [CRL4,  §33.95;

o SIGNED HARDCOVER fCR14Z, 575.00%
o COMPLETE Cams b5 “SOPTCOVER ECRISS, sm 5]/ ‘HARDCOVER | {CR15H, §39.95)
SIGNED HARDCOVER | [CR15Z,'$75.00}

Bill Griffith’s original Pinhead is available in an array
of formats for every taste and budget, starting with Zippy
Annual No. 1, which collects the hilarious newspaper
strips from 1998 and 1999 in one book to guide us into a
new century. The next volume, Zippy Annual 2001, covers
the period from Fall of 2000 to the Fall of 2001, while
Zippy Annual 2002 will get you caught up all the way to
last Fall! There’s also the 128-page all-original pocketbook-
size Are We Having Fun Yet?, and the deluxe, full-
color, oversized House of Fun collection of Zippy

Sundays!

VAUGHN BODE
BODE EROTICA VOL. 1-4 / BODE DIARY SKETCHBOOK VOL.. 1-3
LIZARD ZEN / CHEECH WIZARD / DEADBONE / JUNKWAFFEL / SCHIZOPHRENIA

The baddest of the underground bad boys, Bode
] 1 lefta stamp on pop culture, with his nubile a.nd pli-

felt today. Dig on Bode Erotwa, which reprints
his classie, full-color sex strips from Cavalier mag-
azine. Junkwaffel highlights his satirical /politi-
cal SF work, often in full color as well, Cheech
Wizard reprints the adventures of the big-hatted
| “gooroo,” and Deadbone showcases Bode’s fanta-

sy world with a series of delicately-penciled strips.
" Lizard Zen and the new book Schizophrenia
featu.res the rarest and most obscure of Bode’s work,
and for the hardcore fans there’s the Diary
. Sketchbook collections, with hundreds of never-

before—printed Bode sketches and strips.

o+ LIZARD ZEN (LIZZEN, $9.951

o ione ERODICA: VOL. 14 [BODEL-3, '§12.95 2ACH; HODE4,
514,951

# BODE! DIARY\ SKETCHEODRS VoL, | 143 | [DIARVA =3, 9995  EACH)
* JUNKHAFFEE VOL. 2 [JNK02, $12.85]

++ DEADBONE ' [DEADB, « §9.95]

o CHEECH WIZARD [CHEBL,! $9.951

*+ SCHIZOPHRENTA (8C2BHR, 514,951

#* ROBERT WILI, IAMS

ENCE /

MALICIOUS RESPLEN

Malicious Resplendence is a magnificent 300-page retrospec-
tive, printed in a coffee-table-size 12” x 12" format, that looks back at the
entire career of modern master of Williams, with over 150 paintings
reproduced in glorious detail and impeccable color. The book also
features substantial historical and critical essays on Williams, rare
shots of preliminary sketches and other art, photos from Williams®
archives, and much more. The new 300-page companion volume,
Hysteria in Remission, collects Williams’ comics and drawings,
including all of his contributions to ZAP, Arcade, and many more (most
of which has been out of print for more than twenty-five years). The
book also includes loads of previously unpublished work, including the
full-color storyboards for a proposed animated ZAP movie! We even
have copies remaining of the limited-edition hardcover, signed by
Williams himself.

>’ www.fantagraphics.com
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* EROS GRARHITC NEERS .

BIRDLAND

Love & Rockets co-creator Gilbert
Hernandez’s voyeuristic foray into the

trists, and horny little aliens — now
complete in one 104-page volume! Very
explicit and very funny!

YOUNG WITCHES VOL. 1

An intense gothic tale of a very “special”
school in Victorian England, where
bodacious babes are initiated into the
art of the sex goddess Ishtar. Art by
international sex comics sensation F.
Solano Lopez. Now expanded to include
new X-rated scenes!

YOUNG WITCHES VOL. 2:
LONDON BABYLON

EROS’s most popular sex-comix
series £oes even more extreme as
Lilian and Agatha head off for
London, where they run into
Sigmund Freud, Sherlock Holmes,
and a certain razor-wielding maniac!

pNeE

YOUNG WITCHES VOL. 3:
EMPIRE OF SIN

The Witches return, this time in a
desperate fight against an ancient
Egyptian necromancer, intent on sac-
rificing Lillian as a vessel for the
snake-god Set. The girl’s strangest
adventure yet, and this one is printed
in FULL COLOR!

2 HOT GIRLS ON A HOT
SUMMER NIGHT

A delightful, time-hopping series with
a British flavor, starring two monu-
mentally endowed (we're talking Russ
Meyer types here) Limey lovelies who
want nothing more than to ravish one
another.

lives of strippers, bodybuilders, psychia-

L2113z 5 Both

WWW.Er0Scomix.com

IRONWOOD

Follow the swashbuckling adventures
S of Dragavon, gambler, rogue, and

L womanizer, as he fights, forni-
cates, and flees his way through
thickets of menace, danger, and
quivering flesh. Superb fantasy
¥ illustration by Bill Willingham

HERE COME THE LOVEJOYS [Fl
Bruce McCorkindale's raunchy,
hilarious satire of sexual promiscu-
ity in suburbia, which stars a
depraved family of sexoholics, is
finally available in a 160-page soft-
cover collecting all six issues of the
sold-out original comic book series! |8

LIZ & BETH

Liz and Beth are from gay Par-ee,
and that should tell you all you need
to know about this authentically
French erotic series. Wall-to-wall
sex, lovingly delineated by G. Levis,
available in three volumes.
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SMALL FAVORS

Colleen Coover's fan-favorite series,
which stars a perpetually horny bi-chick
and her even hornier “guardian angel,”
gets the graphic novel treatment with a
volume that collects #1-4 of the original
series plus a generous collection of
bonus art!

TALK DIRTY

Unbearably intense sci-fi psycho-
thriller, rendered in stunning gray

tones by German cartoonist Matthias [§

Schultheiss. When does a game stop

being a game — and what are the con-

sequences? Includes color pages.

TANA’S SECRET WORLD

Meet the beautiful young daughter of a

Peruvian sorcerer, whose path to destiny

leads her to a sacred dreamworld com-

@ posed of sexual energy and desire! Fine,
8 detailed art compliments this absorbing

tale of love and lust.

GHITA

Back in print after a prolonged
absence - and with lots of new, extra
art and photos! Wrongfully deprived
of her throne, the she-warrior Ghita of
Alizarr enlists an army of lizard-man
mercenaries to regain her crown in
this sexy, legendary adventure tale.

XXX-WOMEN
Sexier than Superman! Weirder than
the Watchmen! More depraved than
the Dark Knight! Novel-length super-
| hero saga starring three buxom super-
°| humans with an axe to grind, with
superbly realistic llustration by
Spanish superstar Fonteriz!

RAMBA

Italian smutmasters Delizia, Rossi,
and Valdambrini team up on this
extremely violent and quite explicit
series about a chopper-rid-
ing, blade-wielding killer-
for-hire-cum-slut. Much of §
the artwork has a polished J§
Brian Bolland look to it.
Five complete stories in [
each volume! &

COLEY RUNNING WILD:

VOEST St

He’s a voodoo sex god with the body
of an Adonis, and he’s the star of
Eros’s first bi-appealing graphic novel
series. The first two volumes are
reprinted from the legendary out-of-
print Return to Voodoo Island, Idol of
Flesh, Web of Evil, and Deathsnake
comics, with some new material by
writer/artist John Blackburn; volume
4 is all-new, straight to graphic novel, and chronicles Coley’s
return to his hometown.
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[ p— MARA OF THE CELTS

Dennis Cramer’s series” tenth year is

" BETA SEXUS
f,})im:"mm celebrated with this collection of all-

In the near future, a vampire and a

l succubus have gone off-world to find
sex that’s out-of-this-world! But some-
thing from their past on Earth threat-
ens their happiness. An erotic action-
adventure.

new art, and stories, featuring contri-
butions by Cramer, Jeff Jones, Tim
Morris and Phil Brucato!

o MARA 10TH ANNIVERSARY [MARAX, §16.95)

*+BEYA " SEXUSCOLLECTION {BETAC, '§13.951

DOMINO LADY

Slick, fast-paced, funny, and sexy, this @MUIN@ HOT NIGHTS 'IN RANGOON
double-sided book collects two full- LABY = It's an all-you-can-eat exotic, erotic
length adventures of the crimefightin’ W e buffet in this spicy story of interna-
Domino Lady (the original Domino tional intrigue set amidst Asian
Lady series, plus Domino Lady’s brothels filled with shadowy sirens
Jungle Adventure). Ron Wilber draws and horny gangsters... Imported from
some buxom women, and there’s France, so yo know it’s oo-la-la!
plenty of nudity in these stories...

ot HOT NIGHTS | IN' RANGOON.

** DOMINO LADY [DOMIC, $14.95]

FINGER FILTH

The deluxe anthology from Bob (Beg
the Question) Fingerman's dirty dark
side. Mixing loose and lewd sex action
with a slathering of saucy, satirical
humor, this includes Fingerman's
color work for Penthouse, Hot Talk,
and High Times.

* FINGER ‘FILTH' [FINGF; '$16,95]

HOUSEWIVES/MORE
HOUSEWIVES/HOUSEWIVES ‘AND
HOT MOMS ‘AT PLAY

Recalling the silky style of classic pin-
up illustrators, Rebecca’s three

| volumes of illustrations depict the
dirtiest fantasies of horny housewives
with some of the most sensuous art-
work ever to appear in our catalog!

DIARY OF A DOMINATRIX
You've been bad... very bad. And you R
deserve everything that's coming to
you. But you need the kind of help
only this comic can offer you: true
stories, inside tips, helpful sugges-
tions. This collects the entire mini-
series by Molly Kiely, plus lots of
additional material!

AT BLAY (HODSH: 1 189.95)

¢ DIARY: OF A’ DOM;

SIZZLIN' SISTERS

This rack-tacular series features five |
red-hot tales of big-breasted, women-
loving women, illustrated by master
craftsman Art Wetherell and written with
joyous lechery in mind. Great bouncy jugs
of goodness!

' ISISPERS | {S122€; §16.95]




* EROS GRAPHIC NOVEL SR
BONDAGE
COP

YUPPIES, REDNECKS AND
LESBIAN BITCHES FROM MARS
How could you possibly go wrong with a
title like this? The story and art in this
post-apocalyptic interplanetary fantasy
are by Kyle Goulet and Rob Kalmbach.
Reprints the first four issues of the out-
of-print comic book series!

HAREM NIGHTS

Fans of the slave-girl genre can’t do any
better than this sumptuous tome, detailing
the erotic travels of Tatia — a gorgeous
harem slave under a nefarious spell that
forces her to achieve orgasm with a willing
partner each day...or die!

STRIP SEARCH

Famed mainstream cartoonist Ernie
Col6n gets his freak on with an explicit,
48-page, hard-boiled sex thriller,
starring a tough private dick who
penetrates the seediest levels of the
city’s sexual underworld, braving
danger in search of a crazed
millionaire’s wife!

The thin blue line happens to be a G-string
in this new, all-original graphic novel from

KUNG FU GIRL

Kono Yaro and Suke Bei return with a
new 80-page graphic novel, featuring a
sexy crime fighter with more than a few
kinks up her sleeve, and three beautiful
students who know how to get their
licks in as well!

KunG-Fu-GIRL-

o K

DIRTY STORIES

Peter Bagge, Dan Clowes, Al Columbia,
Dave Cooper, Mary Fleener, Roberta
Gregory, Dylan Horrocks, Pat McEown,
Tony Millionaire, Brian Ralph, Richard
Sala, Steven Weissman, Bill Wray, cover

toonists brighten up the funnest, sexiest

artist Rick Altergott, and many other car-

alternative-sex anthology series in years!

BONDAGE COP

veteran EROS creator Ron (Domino Lady,
Hell’s Mistress) Wilber. You have the right
to remain silent, and to enjoy the hell out
of this sexy romp in which the perpetra-
tors don’t get off — but the arresting offi-
cer does!

RAZMATAZ

Mark Beachum’s thrilling tale of sex
and treachery introduces an ass-
kicking buxom beauty — Razmataz
works as a stripper by night, but
when the sun comes up she wages a
one-woman war against the seedy
underworld of organized crime!

INSATIABLE

From Italy’s legendary Selen maga-
zine — original publisher of Vixxen —
comes this stunning collection of
erotic shorts that will render you
insatiable, with 13 thrilling tales to
dazzle and arouse. Cheating wives,
profligate husbands, and more!

XXX-FILES

In this 92-page softcover, FBI special
agents Vole and Dooley put their asses
il (and more) on the line to solve a wild
and wet mystery, in this erotic sci-fi
conspiracy tale! Plus: a complete back-
up story starring the Women In Black!
Paranoid fantasy with a kinky twist.

DOC DARE

The second FULL-COLOR extravagan-
za from Penthouse Comix/EROS fea-
tures stunning art by veteran cartoon-
ist Gray Morrow, put in the service of a
great yarn about a 1939 scientist who
has developed a serum that gives her
the strength of 50 men...whenever she
has sex!




¥ EROS GRAPHIC NOVELS %

LADY X: LUST'S CAPTIVE
Manara, Saudelli, Casotto — the
Italians have given us some of the

il most accomplished erotic artists ever,
Y and Giovanni Degli Esposti is the lat-
est name to add to the list! Follow the
| sordid tale of Madame de Beaufleur
as she is wrongly accused of murder
and flees Paris, only to fall into the
carnal claws of debauched dukes, les-
bian nuns, and more!

DRAWING SEXY WOMEN

Part autobiography, part drawing les-
son, and part sketchbook, this lush lit-
tle hardcover from Ghita, Lann and
Iron Devil creator Frank Thorne is
chock full of magnificent drawings by
one of the true masters of the female
form.

'S CAPTIVE

VIXXXEN
Selen is a famous, real-life European
porno star willing to drop to
her knees at the slighest
provocation — and she pro-
vokes plenty! These two graph- | -
ic novels are FULL COLOR,
rendered by the finest in
Italian artists, and follow Selen
on her adventures. If she’s [y
5) Selen, you'll be buyin’! = |

SEX INC.

Watch the prostitutes Maria,
Virginia, Miss Domino, and
their friends form a panoply of |
pleasures in this 128-page
graphic novel with a superbly
detailed stippled art style. 30-
page pin-up section!

* REED WALLER % 35

Collected Omaha, Vol. 1 / Omaha The Cat Dancer comics / The Erotic Art of Reed Waller

The erotic funny-animal soap-opera novel Omaha
was a breakthrough for erotic comics, merging top-notch
= writing and explicit art! In the second series, Omaha and
 Waller A Chuck were reunited as a loving (very loving!) couple try-

8 s ing to wend their ways through the intrigues of Mipple
City. The Collected Omaha, Vol. 1 gathers the earliest
stories — you never forget the first time! Finally, The
Erotic Art of Reed Waller contains 120 pages of sexy,
explicit drawings and sketches, plus eight pages of full-
color “Grlz R Us” strips from the pages of Barely Legal!

i)
&

* OMAHA

S’ www.eroscomix.com P~
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PRINCESS OF DARKNESS

This newly-collected tour-de-force of sex
and violence, courtesy of manga artist
Yuichiro Tanuma, tells the tale of a lus-
cious young woman, an ancient and pow-
erful spirit - and the supernatural evil
they’ve teamed up to defeat. Wild, darkly
erotic manga as you like it!

*F PRINCESS OF DARKNESS [PRINCC, $19.95]

COUNTDOWN: SEX BOMBS

From the kissing-cousin tale of “Lonely
Night Bird” to the searing ride down
“Virgin Road,” these tales by Temptation
creator Hiroyuki Utatane will jolt you!
Now a full-length animated film!

WiN: SEX BOMES COLLECTION [SEXBG,
$18.95]

SILKY WHIP

With sex-crazed babes, virginal rich bitch-
es degraded by cruel gangs and more,
Silky Whip mixes kinky action with gor-
geous art in truly amazing ways! This new
graphic novel collects all five issues of the
first series.

# STLKY WHIP: VOL. 1 [SFUNG, §19.95]

SUPER TABOO

These twin tomes bring together the tor-
1id, taboo-shattering sexual antics of the
incestuous Sakagami family in deluxe,
perv-fect bound collections. Horny neigh-
bors, phone sex, hot-for-teacher action,
and plenty of all-in-the-family screwing
make for an outrageous tour de fornica-
tion!

# SUPER TABOO VI 1 [SUBEC, $18.95]

SLUT GIRL

Artist Ituoshi Thsa gets his raunch on in
this superb series! In the first issue, our
heroine Sayoko shows a virgin college boy
the time of his life and takes revenge on
her boss’s sexually-harassing son. And.
there’s five more issues where that came
from!

* SLOT GIRL #1-6 [BLUGRL-6, $3.95 EACH]

HOT TAILS

Toshiku Yui’s stunning series cums
packed with a sizzling sextravaganza of
hot and lusty tales featuring illicit sex,
bondage she-males, and more of the
beautifully rendered manga action you
love!

o+ HOT: TAILS VOL.: 1 [HOTTCI, $19.95] B

NEW BONDAGE FAIRIES: BOOK ONE
Pam and Pfil are two luscious, winged
vixens who put their sexual overdrives to
good and gooey use in Kondom's leg-
endary Bondage Fairies series. This
thick, handsome collection reprints the
MangErotica NBF comics in a deluxe
format!

¥ NEW BONDAGE FAIRIES COLLECTIC

SECRET PLOT VOL.' I & II

This was the #1 erotic comic of 1995 in
Japan — and one look at NeWMeN's
incredible artwork will tell you XXX-actly
why! Follow the down and dirty adven-
tures of two high school teachers as they
subject the “cream” of their senior class to
some “special” education.

o+ SECRET FLOT VOL. 1-2 [SECPC, SECRC2;
§15.95 EACH]

BONDAGE FAIRIES EXTREME

What's better than a brand new series of

! Bondage Fairies stories? A brand new

1\ series with several pages of COLOR in
each, that’s what! And wait 'til you see the
wicked-nurse character, Urushira!

BRGNS

ot EONDAGE FATRIES EXTREME #1-1

CO-ED SEXXTASY

Follow the erotic adventures of Nami, a
shy young co-ed with a super-kinky |;
boyfriend! Watch as she slowly (well, not
50 slowly) turns from repressed young ’
woman into a total nympho, doing things | =
she'd hardly dared dream about!

#CO=ED! SEXXTASY #1=14 [COSEX1-9," COSE10-14
$3.50 Each]
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Mail orders To: HEAVY METAL Dept. 0100
100 N. Village Ave., Suite 12, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

ITEM CODE aTy TITLE / DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE | TOTAL PRICE

Subtotal

RAME NY Residents add 8.25% Sales Tax

ADDRESS
*Shipping Charges

CITY / STATE / ZIP / COUNTRY
TOTAL U.S. FUNDS ENCLOSED

DAYTIME PHONE

| Certify That | Am 18 Years 0f Age And Can Legally Buy ADULT MATERIAL. ALL CREDIT CARD ORDERS MUST BE SIGNED.

X

SIGNATURE DATE

Please Indicate Payment Method: [_JCheck / Money Order (US$) [JVISA [JMastercard
casmaner ]} D) ) D0 e J ) )

*SHIPPING & HANDLING
United States: Orders under $50, add $5. Orders over $50, add 10% to your order. Maximum Shipping Charge is $15.
Canada: Orders under $40, add $8. Orders over $40, add 20% to your order.
Other International— Ground: Orders under $40, add $12. Orders over $40, add 30% to your order.
Air Mail: Minimum order $50, add 100% to your order. CUSTOMS INSPECTIONS my delay your order.

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO PHOTOCOPY THIS ORDER FORM



“DON'T BE OFFENDED, SIGNORE
LIZZEGN/, BUT SO FAR WE HAVEN'T
NEEDED ANYONE'S HELP TO EXPEL

UNDESIRABAE INDIVIDUALS FROM OUR
RY. SO OUR PROFESS/ONAL
REPUTATIOIV HAS BEEN GREATLY
HARMED BY THE PRESENT S/TUAT/ION.
IT HAS MADE US FEEL WE HAVE LOST
OUR MASTER'S TRUST...”

OH, ZANINI, FORGET YOUR GRUDGE
AND HELP OUR FRIEND PREPARE
HIS MATERIAL: HE IS ON HIS WAY!

OUR FRIEND LIZZEGN/ IS THERE TO TAKE
CARE OF HIM AND HIS GOSSIP! HIS
HIGHNESS NEED NOT LOSE ANY SLEE...

OUCH!!

I HAD ALREADY
TOLD You, S/«
NORE ZANINI




OUCH!! HEY!!
EXCUSE ME, S/IGNORE,
I DIDN'T MEAN ANY
DISRESPECT.... OUCH!!

MATTEO, DO
SOMETHING!
QUIT MOANING!
WE'RE GOING TO MISS
HIM, IF YOU DON'T
MOVE YOUR ASSES!

I WOULDN'T
PRESUME TO GIVE
YOU AN ORDER, S/R,
BUT HE'S WITHIN
RANGE OF OUR
CROSSBOWS.

FOR YOUR
INFORMATIC
MY FATHER NAMED
ME LING-ZHEN.

I WON'T BOTHER TO ASK You
70 PRONOUNCE MY NAME
CORRECTLY, BUT I INS/ST

THAT YOU KEEP YOUR HANDS

OFF ME/ I'M NOT A “LATIN.”

WILL YOU LET
GO OF MY HAND?

/N YOUR LANGUAGE
MY NAME MEAN:
“THUNDERCLAP".




AS YoU'LL SOON
SEE, IT'S A
WELL-DESERVED
NAME.

MOST
AMAZING THING
ABoUT YOUR
CROSSBOW /S THE
SMOKE, S/IGNORE
THUNDERCLAP...

IN CHINA, THIS WEAPON /S
CALLED “SEVEN TIGERS LEAPING
OUT OF A cave.”




STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM,
THAT'S WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED!!! THE SPY AND
HIS HORSE JUST VAN-
ISHED! SCATTERED /INTO
THOUSANDS OF TINY
PIECES!!!

I SWEAR
THAT'S THE
TRUTH, LORD

BATTISTA...

I'D NEVER SEEN AN
EXPLOS/ON LIKE THAT
BEFDRE’ LIKE BEING

HE ON'S
MGUT H! TERRIFYING!

MY BROTHER IS RIGHT!
WE'D NEVER SEEN ANYTHING
LIKE THAT! I DON'T KNOW
WHERE YOU FOUND THAT
CHINESE, BUT I'LL WAGER
THERE'S NOT ANOTHER ONE
LIKE HIM, EVEN IN THE LAST
CIRCLE OF HELL!

AND HE'S ALWAYS SO
ICILY CALM! HE JUST

I THANK YOU FOR YOUR REPORT,
S/GNOR/. YOU MAY GO NOW.
BUT DON'T FORGET... DON'T

BREATHE A WORD TO ANYONE

ABOUT THE CHINESE! HE DOESN'T

EX/ST!!! IS THAT CLEAR?

You know
OUR MOTTO...

VA4S S/LENT AS
THE GRAVE.”




My
RESPECTS,
FATHER.

You ARE BACK
MY SON! SO
ALL THE TASKS
HAVE BEEN
COMPLETED.

FIREWORKS WHILE
WE'RE AT IT?

MISTAKE AND STUMBLE...

NOW WE'LL BE ABLE
7O FIND YOUR TWO
BROTHERS AT THE
OTHER END OF THE




YOu SEE, MY CHILDREN,
WATER (JUST LIKE THE MOON)
/8 A MIRROR THAT MAKES US
LOOK WITHIN, AND SO ALLOWS

Us 7O SEE FARTHER.

/TS SOFT WAVES WASH
OUR MINDS OF THE USELESS
THOUGHTS THAT BESET THEM

MOST OF THE TIME, SO WE CAN
CONCENTRATE... YOU JUST HAVE
7O TRY HARD ENOUGH. THE MAS-
TER'S GREATEST ENEMY IS THE
SCATTERING OF HIS MIND, AS
YOu WELL KNOW...

SO... THIS IS THE HERMIT'S
HUT WHERE YOU'VE BEEN
HIDING FOR SO MANY YEARS!
I CAN REMEMBER YoU IN
MORE PALATIAL SETTINGS,
MY FRIEND...

WELL, LET'S SEE NOW...
HOW FAR HAVE YOUR
BROTHERS GOT /N THEIR
RESEARCH? AH, I BELIEVE
THEY'VE FINISHED!

YES, FATHER.
THAT'S WHAT You
HAVE TAUGHT US.

ME TWENTY YEARS AGO,
CLIMBED THE MOUNTA
GREAT HONOR, WH



HAVE THESE MANY YEARS
OF MEDITATION SLOWED
DOWN YOUR REFLEXES?

HOW HAVE YOU NOURISHED
YOUR SOLITUDE DURING
YOUR WITHDRAWAL FROM

THE WORLD?

“Z/-HSIAO-GUAN,” OR THE
HERMITAGE OF PURPLE
EMPTINESS. SO YOU'VE

ESCAPED INTO THE TAO...




CONGRATULATIONS!
YOUR TECHNIQUE IS STILL AS
PERFECT AS IT USED TO BE,

OLD FRIEND! EXCELLENT!

DANGEROUS
BOXER, FATHER.

YES... HE'S A TRUE
MASTER. LET'S SEE IF
YOUR BROTHERS CAN TAKE




NIGHTTIME
VISITORS. I SHOULD
HAVE KNOWN...

S0, AFTER ALL
THESE YEARS, “WHITE
DRAGON" HAS TRACKED
ME DOWN. HE WAS
ALWAYS STUBBORN.




OPEN YOUR

EYES, LITTLE

BROTHERS...

/F You FoLLow A
BAD TEACHER YOU'RE
BOUND TO PAY FOR
/T SOME DAY’

/N THE DAYS WHEN HE WAS JUST
A YOUNG IMPERIAL BUREAUCRAT,
HIS EXPERTISE IN THE MARTI:
ARTS HAD ALREADY EARNED
HIM THE NICKNAME OF “Wu-DI,”
MEANING “UNRIVALED."




/D/OTS! IF YoU THINK |

YOU CAN HARM ME WITH
YOUR PATHETIC MOVES, You
CAN THINK AGAIN. PAIN HAS

NO HOLD OVER ME! THE

TECHNIQUES YOUR FATHER
TAUGHT YOU ARE THE
ONE:




FINE! GET oUT
OF OUR SIGHT,
PEASANTS!

“YU CHOU TIEN LONG,”
THE HEAVENLY
DRAGON’S JADE

LITTLE BROTHER!

VENERABLE MASTERS,
YOUR INSIGNIFICANT, UNTALENTED
MERCENARIES HUMBLY REQUEST
YOUR PERM/SSION TO LEAVE NOW
SO WE CAN RETURN TO OUR
OCCUPATIONS.

FATHER WILL
BE DELIGHTED
70 SEE US.

ED EMPEROR. HERE ARE THE
MANUSCRIPTS BY ﬂ{E

ANCIENT MASTERS.

THE CHEST CD/W'A/NING

AT LAST! I'VE 607‘[7'

GREAT VOID THAT You
HAD BEEN SEEKING..
SO WE'VE BOTH HAD.




LITTLE MONKEY"?

HOW SWEET...
WHAT ABOUT YOUR
MOTHER?

SHE DIED SHORTLY
AFTER I WAS BOR!
THAT MAY BE WHY 5

FATHER LEFT THE h { 4 ="

COURT... / 2 YOUR LESSONS?

HMM... I HOPE
You HAVEN'T
FORGOTTEN MY
LESSONS, MY
FRIEND..

HEY THERE, DOG NOSE.
YOU'RE INSULTING ME.
BY PUTTING YOUR DIRTY
BARBARIAN ASS IN MY
FAVORITE PLACE!! BowW
DOWN [N THE DUST AND
BEG ME TO FORGIVE
Yourrs

You kKNOw,




T'LL EVEN DARE
REMODEL YOUR FACE
7O MAKE YOU MORE
PRESENTABLE WHEN
YOou GO TO MEET YOUR
ANCESTORS!

NO, NO, NO...
YOU'RE GOING
ABour IT ALL

WRONG,
ALESSANDRO...

I CoULD
USE SOME
HELP!

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY
YOUR “FAVOR/TE PLACE"? SINCE.
WHEN HAS A LACKEY LIKE YOU BEEN
ALLOWED TO FILL WIS FACE AT THE
SAME TABLE AS HIS MASTER? IF
THAT'S THE CASE, THEN THE SUN
RISES IN THE WEST AND THE
EMPEROR HIMSELF WALKS ON
s ’

WHAT > How
DARE You
INSULT
ME?/?

JUST LOOK AT US...
BARBARIANS FIGHTING
LIKE OLD CRONES!/

£ 5 VE ALWA}’S WONDERED
IF THE BLOOD OF
FOEE/G‘/VERS WAS THE SAME
COLOR... WE'LL SOON FIND




A GREAT WARR/OR
SUCH AS YOURSELF
SHOULDN'T WASTE TIME
W/TH AN OBSCURE
IMPER/AL BUREAUCRAT...
LET GO/

LITTLE BITCH,
I'M GOING TO
TEACH You.

TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THE FACT THAT
YOU CAN STILL
TALK AND MAKE
W/SECRACKS...

HEY YOU, YOU LITTLE
BROTHEL FLOWER,
STAY OUT OF MY
BROTHER'S
BUSINESS!

OH? SO THIS
STINKING

BRUTE HAS A
BROTHER?

..TO SHOW

SOME
RESPECT!!!

BEFORE WE
TAKE THIS
FASCINATING
CONVERSATION
ANY FURTHER...




I MUST LET You
KNOW THAT I AM THE
ONLY DAUGHTER OF

AKA. THE MASTER OF
PEEELESS PURITY. TON/GHT
MY FRIEND HERE AND I ARE

DINING WITH HIM IN THE
MOUNTAINS WHERE HE
LEADS THE LIFE OF A

HERM)

B $ § - P
OOOH!I! THE [ 1
DAUGHTER OF ) )
THE SAINT FROM
THE MOUNTAINS! | . P
ARE You IN
TROUBLE!

SHAME ON US, LITTLE S/ISTER!
WE'VE BE}{AV{_D LIKE STUP/D PIGS!!!
LEE THE SEVENTH, AND MY
BROﬂVEE, LEE THE EEL, IMPLORE YOUR
FORG/VENESS! PARDON US FOR
FAILING TO RECOGN/ZE COURAGE AND
VIRTUE WHEN THEY STOOD BEFORE
OUR VERY EYES!/

ACCEPT OUR

¥ HUMBLE APOLOGIES

/ Har & : BY DRINKING THREE
HAL HAL THEY RE > CUPS OF RICE WINE

AFRAID OF
EVERYTHING!




WHOA! YOU'VE LED US TO A
VERY NARROW TRAIL, CARA MIA!

I MUST CONFESS THAT THE SIGHT
OF THE RAVINE RIGHT NEXT TO MY
HORSE'S HOOVES /S NOT VERY
REASSURING... I GUESS YOUR FATHER
DOESN'T GET MANY V/IS/TORS WHO

JUST DROP IN!

MY HEAD'S A BIT Fuzzy
FROM ALL THE ALCOHOL I
DRANK... I THOUGHT WE'D

NEVER GET AWAY FROM LEE THE
SEVENTH... LEE THE SEVENTH
PLAGUE OF EGYPT!!!/ ALL THAT
RICE WINE... LUCKILY WE DRANK
HIM UNDER THE TABLE!

DON'T WORRY. IT'S
HEAD UP FOR MORE THAN
ICAN'T sAY I

\ THOUSAN!
LIKE THIS you'u SEE THAT THE PLACE
BRIDGE... WHERE MY FATHER LIVES W/u
DO WONDERS FOR YOUR
MENTAL PEACE AND
TRANQUILLITY.

WHAT HAP-
PENED HERE?
EVERYTHING
HAS BURNED
DOWN!

YEAH... YOU'RE
NOT LIKELY TO
BUMP INTO
ANOTHER LEE THE
SEVENTH HERE!!!

WE'RE ALMOST
THERE. DON'T
(EART/!

HE'S DOWN
BELOW ON THE
LEDGE... I'M SO




IF YOUR FATHER HADN'T BEEN p
CLUTCHING THIS COIN IN HIS

HAND, I'D HAVE THOUGHT IT : ; oRE HARDLY ANY
HAD FALLEN OUT OF MY L f oRclaNeRe LeET N
POCKET. WHAT. DO YOU THINK o T e,

IT MEANS? COULD IT BE A THE FRONTIERS. YOU'RE

CLUE THE KILLER LEFT onE
BEHIND? IT'S HARD TO
BELIEVE THAT A VENETIAN STAYED BEHIND..

MAYBE THE ANSWER
WILL APPEAR IN OUR 5. LATER...
. You SLEEP
NOW.

FOREIGNER COULD HAVE LOST THAT
COIN HERE ARE PRETTY SLIM.
THERE WAS A FIRE AND A STRUG-
GLE.. MY FATHER WAS ATTACKED
BY SEVERAL MEN... OH FATHER, WHO
coup ) Poss/,szr e WISHED 7O You SHoULD
MURDE; ESTROY YOUR TRY TO SLEEP

SHEL rsk= Ny Unpcarann NOW, AMORE.

IT'S A REAL VENETIAN
DUCAT, A GOLD COIN FROM
MY DEAR CITY... AND IT'S TOO
RECENT 7O HAVE BEEN LEFT

BY MY /LLUSTRIOUS
PREDECESSOR MARCO POLO,
EVEN IF HE EVER CAME THIS
WAY... I DON'T KNOW WHAT
7O THINK... BUT IT SEEMS
SOMEONE fR/ED TO LEAVE A
'SAGE!




7/ THAT MEANS THAT SOME
WAKE UP, ALESSANDRO! WAKE VENETIANS REALLY DID COME
UP! I'VE HAD A VIS/ON... MY HERE TO MURDER YOUR
FATHER WAS SHOWING ME g FATHER, OR PERHAPS THEY
SOMETHING... ORDERED HIS ASSASS/NATION.

THE LION... THAT'S YOUR
CITY, ISN'T IT?

SANTA MADONNA! LOOK
AT THIS COIN: IT'S JUST AN
ORD/NARY BRONZE CHINESE

/ BUT I WASN'T
LIER! I REA

CO/f
DREAMING EARI Ly
HAD A GOLD DUCAT IN MY
HAND! I HAVEN'T GONE
CRAzY!!!

UH... THE DESCRIPTION 1S
ACCURATE. VENICE 15 A i
MARVELOUS CITY IN THE \
YOUR FATHER? MIDDLE OF A LAGOON, AND L MESBAGE.
4 ViSIon? \  74E LION /S THE SYMBOL OF
UINT MARK, THE PATRON
SAINT...




ALESSANDRO, I'VE DREAMT
AGAIN OF THE HORR/BLE
DRAGON MY FATHER SHOWED
ME. THIS TIME IT WAS EVEN
MORE VIVID AND FRIGHTENING
THAN USUAL. NOT AT ALL LIKE
OUR AUSPICIOUS CHINESE
DRAG B

S/GNORE BATT/STA,
SOON WE'LL BE IN SIGHT
OF THE LIDO. YOUR CITY
WELCOMES you!

MOLTE
GRAZIE,
CAPITANO.

I HOPE MY FAMILY
HAS RECE/VED THE
ER I SENT THEM
INFORMING THEM OF
MY ARRIVAL.

/T WAS REALLY NICE
OF THE CAPTAIN TO LET
Us HAVE HIS CABIN!

HIS SHIP IS PART OF
THE FLEET MY FATHER

YOU KNOW, IF YOUR DREAM
/S BECOMING MORE VIVID ARE You
THAT COULD MEAN THE COMING uP
DRAGON IS GETTING WiTH ME TO
CLOSER... AS ARE YOUR THE BRIDGE?
FATHER'S ASSASSINS.

SYMBOLS HAVE
DIFFERENT MEAN/NGS
IN DIFFERENT
CULTURES.

I'M SURE
YOU'RE RIGHT...
COMING,
MY LOVE.




AT LAST! OUR VOYAGE IS
DRAWING TO AN END. IT'S BEEN.

AMBUSHES AND oTHER UNPLEASANT
URPRISES...

YE 1T'S NOT AN EASY
JOURNEY. AND I'M PRETTY SURE

THAT THE ASSASSINS CAN'T BE
HAN TWO OR THREE

THEY TOOK THE ROUTE ACROSS
THE STEPPES.

G
AGORESEIVE MONSOL HORSEMEN WHO
HAVEN'T LEFT THE BEST OF
MEMORIES.

REMEMBER WHAT I TAUGHT YoU.
AND DON'T MAKE THE S/GN OF THE
CROSS THE WRONG WAY ROUNP LIKE
THE NESTORIANS. THE R
CATﬁ/OL/C PRIESTS DON'T APPREC/AYE
HAT SORT OF THING...

AH YES! TOP
70 BOTTOM.
LEFT TO RIGHT!

AND WITH THE
OTHER HAND,
,

ISN'T IT MAGNIFICENT? IT'S BEEN
TWELVE YEARS SINCE I LEFT... AND
I'VE COME BACK TO HUNT A GANG
OF MURDERERS... IT'S HARD TO
BELIEVE!




YOU'VE BEEN GONE
FOR TWELVE YEARS,
ALESSANDRO!
TWELVE LONG YEARS!

I PRAYED TO OUR LADY
EVERY SINGLE DAY FOR YOUR
SAFE RETURN. I NEVER SLEPT
WITHOUT FIRST PLACING You
UNDER HER PROTECTION, AND

NOW HERE YOU ARE!

TWELVE YEARS,
SANDRONINO...

ANTONELLA,
PLEASE LET ME
TALK TO HIM...

THE RETURN OF
THE PROD/GAL
SON/

WHAT'S HE
GO/NG ON
Asour?

SANTA MADONNA!
HE IS MARRIED! AND
WITH A BARBARIAN!

I'M GO/NG TO DIE OF

SHE THANKS ALL

OF YOU FOR YOUR
WARM WELCOME.

“VENERABLE MOTHER, FULL OF HAPPINESS.”

FATHER, MOTHER,
BROTHERS, LET ME
INTRODUCE YOoU TO

MY LADY FRIEND. HER

NAME /S ZHANG

(LI

SANDRO, WHAT
DO You MEAN
BY YOUR “LADY

FRIEND"? MY WIFE,
MOTHER.

MOTHER, I'M
NOT ALONE!

“WU-LIN, THIS IS MY
MOTHER, ANTONELLA, MY
FATHER, MATTEO, AND MY

BROTHERS, G/ROLAMO AND
DOMEN/CO!" I'M HONORED
TO MEET you.”

TON/GHT, MY SON, WE
WILL CELEBRATE YOUR
RETURN. YOU WILL TELL US
ALL ABOUT YOUR TRAVELS
/N FARAWAY LANDS. I'tmM
SURE YOU HAVE SEEN MANY
MARVELS THAT DESERVE
SER/OUS ATTENT/ON. OUR
GUESTS ARE IMPAT/ENT TO




oravoLon 1F sue
BELOS

culride oA /s as
SLEGANT AND REFINED
How

OH, I GIVE UP!

BROTHER,
715 AN
ART THAT
DEMANDS A
GREAT DEAL
OF PATIENCE
DEXTERITY...

I'VE ONLY MANAGED
7O COVER MYSELF
WITH FOOD!

AS WELL AS
W/TH RIDICULE,
MY CLUMSY
HUSBAND!

PAY ATTENT/ON TO

ONE /S HELD F/RML)’, LIKE
A SCRIBE HOLDS HIS PEN.
THE SECOND ONE REMAINS
MOBILE, LIKE A BIRD'S
BEAK...

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
INDULGENCE, cEC/uA,
MY AN BUT I'D LIKE

70 SEE Voz/ 6/VE 7

NOT ON YOUR
LIFE, MY
Love!

THAT'S WHAT DISTINGUISHES GREAT TRAV-
ELERS FROM COMMON MORTALS - THEIR
ABILITY TO ADOPT THE MOST PICTURESQUE
OF BARBARIAN CUSTOMS, /SN'T THAT SO,

MY SON?

HE'S TAKEN
MORE THAN THEIR
O/

ALESSANDRO,
CONTINUE YOUR
STORY! WE HAVE

NEVER GONE BEYOND

ALEXANDRIA...

HEY, SPEAK FOR
YOURSELF! I'VE

HE'S ALREADY TOLD US SO
MUCH ABOUT CHINA THAT
SOON HE'LL BE NICKNAMED
SANDRO “IL MILLION,"* LIKE
OLD MARCO POLO, HAHAHA!

YOU'RE M/STAKEN ABOUT
WU-LIN, MOTHER. SHE'S THE
PERFECT DAUGHTER-IN-

LAW
FOR YOU. SINCE SHE DOESN'T
S/ K Y

‘OUR LANGUAGE, SHE
WON'T BE ABLE TO DISAGREE
(ITH You!

% /L MILLION": “THE MILLIONAIRE” WAS MARCO POLO'S NICKNAME. IT
WAS USED TO MEAN “BRAGGART."

PLEASE EXL‘L/SE ME,
MU I UNDERSTAND

YOu, My SON!

I'LL COME WITH

&
0[/7 AND BREATHE
THE VENETIAN AIR
AT NIGHTFALL!




’ \
p‘gjg),vy;”;;:ﬂ;/ AH, YES, THIS UNIQUE

I HAD ALMOST FOR- 1B N SCENT... A SUBTLE BLEND

GOTTEN THE SMELL T OF SLUDGE AND ROTTING

. WOOD. HOW COULD ONE

LIVE FAR AWAY FROM IT?

I CONGRATULATE

DON'T WORRY, YOUR
MOTHER WILL LIKE HER
BETTER ONCE SHE LEARNS

S
LITTLE TIME TO GET usep
7O THE IDEA...

THAT'S WHY I DIDN'T
WE CAME BACK TO FIND
HER FATHER'S MURDERER.
I KNOW IT SEEMS
UNBELIEVABLE, BUT IT'S /S DOUBTLESS HIGHLY
THE TRUTH... INFLUENTIAL.

THAT. HEY!

PA... PARDON
ME? WHAT D/D y WELL, WELL.
You sar? A THE BATT/STAS, FATHER
AND SON, DEEP IN
CONSPIRACY!

I SUPPOSE MOTHER
HAD IMAGINED A
MORE... TRADIT/ONAL
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW.

7O TELL YOU THE TRUTH,

AS SOON AS WE RECEIVED YOUR
LETTER, YOUR MOTHER BEGAN
SCHEMING TO ARRANGE A
UNION WITH THE MOROSIN/
FAMILY. YOU COULD HAVE TOLD
Us THAT YOU WEREN'T COMING
BACK ALONE.

MATTEO, I
FRIGHTENED YOu!
I'M SORRY.

CONRAD!
You ALMosT
GAVE ME A
HEART ATTACK!

MASTER
ARKHEIM, YOU
CAME!




I'M GREATLY

MOVED BY YOUR

PRESENCE, MY
MASTER!

SANDRO, I CARE T HEARD THAT YOU HAD Ol A i S,
For you 4s IF vou BECOME AN IMPER/AL
WERE MY OWN SON! BUREALICRAT IN CHINA!
MY MISERABLE STATE BRAVO! A TALENTED MAN A s
OF HEALTH KEPT ME LIKE YOU ALWAYS THE LIFE OF THE SON OF THE
FROM GREETING YOU FINDS HIS PLACE! I PREFECT OF NAN-JIN, THE
AT THE DOCK, BUT I CONGRATULATE You. SOUTHERN CAPITAL. IT WAS FAR
DIDN'T WANT 7O MISS ING 4 GLORI
YOUR PARTY! EXPLOIT! WE HID DURING AN
oLD JoKER! > &4

74 INE
W HIS GRATITUDE, ﬂlE

SHOI
YOU'RE AS PREFEcr roak ME INTO Hi
SER)

KOF! KOF!...
EXCUSE ME.

KOF... KOF... EXCUSE
ME AC-‘A/N THIS DAMN
COUGH DOESN'T LET
UP... PLEASE CONTINUE,
SANDRO... KOF... KOF.

OF... KOF...
HAVE NO FEAR
OF THAT, MY
FRIEND...

LET'S GO /INS/DE,
MY FRIEND. THIS NIGHT
AIR IS GOING TO BE
THE DEATH OF you!

TELL ME ABOUT THE
YOUNG LADY YOU'VE
BROUGHT WITH YoU,

WITH PLEASURE! MY WIFE'S NAME /S
ZHANG WU-LIN. HER FATHER WAS AN
EM/INENT TAO/ST MONK. I MET HER IN
MY MASTER'S HOME. SHE WAS
A7TAC/~/ED 7'0 H/S HOUSEHOLD AS HIS

WIFE'S R. SHE EXCELS IN THE
ART OF MEDIC/NE PERHAPS SHE WILL
BE ABLE TO CURE YOU OF YOUR
ILLNESS... A
.

I(OF KOF...

5, MY
)’OUNG‘ FRIEND. \

L M
N P

PERHAPS SHE KNOWS HOW TO
CURE OLD AGE?




THAT OLD FOX OF DIEGO!

HE THINKS HE CAN USE THE
Ex CHINESE TO CATCH THE TURKS
u i UNAWARES...

REALLY LISTENED TO
WHAT I SAID, FATHER...

’ N I DON'T THINK HE
I

FLOAT OVER CONSTANTINOPLE,
THAT MEANS HE WAS LISTENING TO
YOou. HE'S JusT ANT/C/PA?'/NG A

BIT, THAT'S

LET ME REASSURE You,
SANDRO. THE DOGE AND THE
COUNC/L OF TEN HAVE AN
EXCELLENT INTELLIGENCE
NE?WORK. /F THERE WAS

IOTHER VENETIAN IN CHINA
WA//LE YOU WERE THERE, YOU can
BE SURE THEY'D KNOI

HE)' 1T SEEMS WE
IUGHT MASTER ARKHEIM
PED -HANDED REM/N/SCING
NOSTALGICALLY.

MAYBE. WHAT'S SURE IS THAT
WITHOUT HIS HELP THERE'S NO

TRUTH, I'M NOT EVEN SURE IF THE
MURDERER /S IN VENICE.

VAH, THERE THEY ARE,
MY FRIEND! IT WAS A GREAT
PLEASURE TO TALK TO You.

I HOPE I DIDN'T OFFEND
YOUR EARS WITH MY R
CHINESE...”

“VENERABLE, MASTER. You
EXPRESS )’GURSEAF //V rﬁ/E
LANC IGE OF A 7/
SCHOMR Tﬁ/E EMPEROR HIM-
SELF WOULD BE M/STAKEN
ABOUT YOUR ORIGINS...”

AHA! IN SPITE
OF HIS DRIED-
our Arr INC

HE'S STILL GOT
PLENTY OF FIRE
IN HIM!

UNLESS THERE'
A MIRACLE...



YANOTHER POOR DRAGON MARTYRED
BY ONE OF YOUR SAIM'S’ NO
WONDER DRAGONS BE(
VIOLENT IN THE WEST, SEEM/G HOM/ £
BADLY YOU TREAT THEM! WHO'S THE .
GREAT SAVIOR THIS TIME 2% SAIIVT
MICHAEL? SAINT

YWO, NO... THAT'S

“MASTER ARKHEIM?
“HMM... YOUR GODS ARE IN HE'S MARVELOUS! HE'S
YOUR IMAGE: PRETENTIOUS AND RESPONS/BLE FOR MY

GO/NG AWAY TO CHINA.
HE LIVED THERE FOR A
LONG TIME."

HOT-HEADED! AS SOON AS A
REARS |TS HEAD, You
IMMED/ATELY ANNOUNCE YOUR

SUPER/ORITY OVER THE ELEMENTS.

YOU NEVER STOP AND THINK.”

“TELL ME ABOUT fl/E
OLD MAN
CHINESE. HE /NTR/GHES
ME.."

“WHEN HE WAS A YOUNG MAN,
HE A

M/SS/ON FOR A TEUT( OIV/C ORDER.
HE SPENT MORE THAN TWENTY
YEARS AT THE IMPER/A‘ COURT IN
BEIJING. UNTIL THE DAY WHEN THE
EMPEROR, ONCE AGAIN, EXPELLED

“THERE AREN'T MANY
PEOPLE HERE WHO

SPEAK MY
LANGUAGE!!!"

“FORGET WHAT YOU'RE
THINKING ABOUT. MY
LEFT CHINA LONG BEFORE I
DEC/DED 70 GO THERE. AS FOR
IG BACK TO CHINA Ar HIS
46‘5, YOuU CAN SEE T+
WOULDN'T BE POSSIBLE ik

“AND YET...
YOUR MASTER
MAKES ME THINK
OF A SNAKE...”




VERY PREC/OUS RELIC... THAT'S
ALL. [F I'D TOLD HIM THE TRUTH,
HE WOULD HAVE LOCKED ME up,

OR EVEN WORSE...”

“YOU DID WELL.
ESPECIALLY SINCE THE

FOLLOWED SINCE WE LEFT
THE PALACE!”

“NO, WE HAVEN'T...
YOU'RE JUST HIGHLY SENSITIVE
7O THE SOUL OF VENICE. DON'T

WORRY. SPYING, HERE, IS
T/ICED AS ASS/DUOUSLY AS

PRAC:
A REL/GION. AND YOUR FACE
AROUSES CURIOSITY.”

“NO, NO/ IT'S
SOMETHING
ELSE!" .- 1 “WELCOME TO
% MY CH/LDHOOD
IGHT. k. PLAYGROUND, WU-LIN!
e A REAL LABYRINTH!I"

FOLLOW ME!" 2




DAMN IT!

BUT THEY

COULDN'";
HAVE NOTICED
us’

“You WERE
RIGHT,

MY LOVE. I
APOLOGIZE!"

I'M ALwAYS
RIGHT, MY
DEAR!™

= y “thSSAND:z, M
| SURE I SAW ANOTHER,
GODDAMN BITCH! ”
FUCKING ¢ Cﬂ/NEsE ou SMALLER, MAN.

PLEASE STOP
HITTING US!

YOU'VE M/SUNDERSTOOD
OUR PURPOSE, S/GNORE!
YOUE FATHER, SENATOR

7T7T/STA, HAS ASKED US TO
FOALOW YOU DISCREETLY AND
70 PROTECT You!

WHAT DID
SHE SAY?

CONGRATULA-
T/IONS ON YOUR
Success’



I DON'T KNOW. MAYBE

I DON'T KNOW. BUT I
CAN FEEL THE PRESENCE
OF THE ‘EVIL DRAGON,
MAYBE HE CAN TOO..."”

“SANDRO,
THERE HE
187"

YOU WERE M/STAKEN. THE
ONLY PEOPLE WHO FOLLOWED
US YESTERDAY WERE THOSE
TWO /D/OT GANDOLF! BROTH-
ERS. THERE WERE NO OTHER

SHADOWS WITH THEM!!"

“BUT I'M SURE THERE
WAS A THIRD MAN WITH
THEM. HE WAS SMALLER AND
MORE DISCREET. IF THOSE TWO
/DIOTS DON'T KNOW ANYTHING
ABOUT HIM, IT'S PROBABLY
BECAUSE HE WASN'T WITH

HEM!!"

“WHAT DO YOU MEAN?
DO YOou THINK IT'S SOMEONE
WHO WORKS FOR THE
MURDERER, OR EVEN THE
MURDERER HIMSELF? SO HE
ALREADY KNOWS THAT WE'RE
IN VENICE?"

“LOOK,
THAT'S HIM!"

YHE'S THE
ONE WHO
FOLLOWED US
YESTERDAY. I
RECOGN/IZE

HIM!™"

SHIM?
YOu MEAN THE
MURDERER?"




ALL RIGHT.
THERE'S ONE wAY
OF MAKING SURE.

WAIT HERE FOR
ME.”

HE DIDN'T ‘V)VA/T RUN ALL YOU LIKE,
BUT I'M GO/ING TO
CATCH UP WITH

AND MAKE You
LOSE YOUR LOVE OF
SPYING...

“WELCOME TO MY
CHILDHOOD
PLAYGROUND.” WELL

YOU'VE LOST! AND IT'S
STARTED RAINING.




YOU'RE R/Giﬂ'
AGAIN, MY LOI
AS usuaL’ 7}/‘7’
GUWY DIDN'T GO
THIS WAY...

OH CHRIST! WHY
D/D YOU COME
BACK? WHY?

S/GNOR

ALESSANDRO...

SANDRO, You
M/SERABLE CREATURE!
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?!

G/ROLAMO? WHAT
HAPPENED? WHAT'S ALL
THE COMMOT/ON?
WHAT'S THE MEANING
OF ALL THOSE GUARDS?

IT'S TERR/IBLE...

TERRIBLE.

SANDRO, MY PO
LITTLE EROfHER’

OH, SIG/VORE,
may

PO/VNA
PROTECT You.
IT'S TERRIBLE!

I'M GO/ING TO
PRAY FOR YOUR
SALVATION,
S/GNORE.

WHAT? WHAT'S
GOING ON
HERE?!

WHAT HAVE You
DONE...? WHAT HAVE
You DONE?!

WHAT ARE YOU GOING
ON ABOUT?! WHAT?/
ARE YOU GOING TO TELL
ME WHAT'S GOING
ON HERE?!

I/T'S YOUR WIFE,
SANDRO.
'S YOUR
WIFE!!




SANDRO,
ONE OF THE

ESCAPED.

WU-LIN?
AT

WH:
HAPPENED TO
HER?

FATHER?
MOTHER?

SANDRO, YOU BROUGHT
THIS VIPER INTO OUR HOUSE.
AND SHE'S KILLED YOUR FATHER!!
YOU OPENED OUR DOOR TO HER!
I CURSE YOU, SANDRO. OUR HOME
HAS BEEN CURSED SINCE You
BROUGHT THIS WHORE INTO IT.
THIS SHE-DEVIL! SHE'S KILLED
YOUR FATHER, SANDRO!!




CALM DOWN,
2 MOTHER!
W\ PERHAPS HE MADE
'S ALL A MISTAKE...
BECAUSE OF
You, SANPRO!
I CURSE You!

FATHER?
BUT WHAT...
WU-LINP?!

I CURSE You,
SANDRO!
SHE KILLED
YOUR FATHER.
IT'S ALL YOUR
FAULT!

IT'S TRUE, SIGNORE.
I SAW HER!

SHE MURDERED
YOUR FATHER.

r | ﬁ I'M SORRY...

;
.’

YOU'RE LYING.
/T CAN'T BE...

YES, SANDRO! YOUR WIFE
SPILLED OUR FAMILY'S
BLOOD, /N OUR HOUSE.

SHE MURDERED OUR FATHER.

You WiLL HAVE TO EXPLAIN

YOURSELF BEFORE THE




“.LAVANDOSE LE MAN/ E’L VOLTO
L
viDI MIA DON/VA IIV UN BIANCO

ALLORA D/SS
NON ME RISPOSE A QUELLO. A A LITTLE BIRD THAT
COPERTO GL/ P/ED/, CH'EPA / FELL OUT OF ITS NEST,
ISCALZATA... AND THAT WE FOUND,

ISN'T THAT

OUR NOBLE
FOREIGNER,
TANINO?

LET'S SEE...
WE'RE NOT YOU'RE READING MY
REALLY OBLIGED * N MIND!! WE CAN SPEND
7O TAKE HER = / SOME TIME WITH HER...
BACK RIGHT AS PENANCE, OF
AWAY, RIGHT? g p COURSE!

AMDONA/A
GORGEOUS /4

HEY, BEAUTIFUL, T'LL ORI GORE
SHOW YOU THAT I'VE
d LIKE SHE'S GOING TO
GOT LOTS OF WAYS OF . 2/
PLOWING FOREIGN LAND. ‘;f/AE”CS ;OC/; 55 E*;j:{,
COME CLOSER NOW... IRT

MAYBE IT'S
A CHINESE
CUSTOM..

“YAS SHE WAS WASHING HER HANDS AND HER BEAW/FUA FACE

I SAW THAT MY LADY WORE A PLAIN WHITE PETTICOA;

SO I SAID 7O HER, SUCH HAPPINESS IT IS, IN THIS Frace 70 MEET!"
BUT SHE REPLIED NOT A WORD AND COVERED HER BARE FEET.."
(MEDIEVAL VENETIAN SONG)




SHE'S THE
DEVIL!

HEY
THERE/!

S SEE

WU-DI. LET
WHAT ELSE YOU CAN DO.




THERE ARE “YE XING KE"
HERE. SO MY HUNCH
WAS CORRECT: T)(E WHITE
DRAGON IS HER! VENICE.
AND YOU'RE GO/NG 70 TAKE
ME TO HIM!/

WE'RE THE DRAGON'S
SHADOWS. AND YOU'RE
RIGHT, HE'S HERE.

AND OUR MASTER WILL
CONTEMPLATE YOUR
FEATURES AT HIS LE/SURI

- WHEN WE
BRING HIM YOUR
HEAD!!




THANK US, KID!
You'tL SOON GET TO
SEE YOUR FATHER. BE

SURE TO SAY HELLO TO
HIM FOR US!

/T'S THE SECOND TIME
WE'VE MET, AND IT WILL
BE THE LAST.

T'LL MAKE You
TAKE ME TO
HIM!




WE MET IN A
VILLAGE AT THE
FOOT OF HUANG

YOU WERE HELPING YOUR
FRIEND FIGHT AGAINST A FAT

PERFORMANCE. YOUR FATHER
WAS HIGHLY RESPECTED.

D

YES, I KILLED YOUR
FATHER. AND NOW
IT'S YOUR TURN.

HUANG
SHAN?! 2!

SO... IF You
WERE THERE...

L 223




YOU GO NO FARTHER.
YOU MUST FACE DEATH.

NO. MY FATHER
ONCE TOLD ME
THAT...

EVEN IN THE
MOST HOPELESS,
DESPERATE
S/TUAT/IONS...

THERE IS ALWAYS
A way our...

«/F YOU DON'T
LOSE HEART/!




YOU HAVE TAKEN
ADVANTAGE OF OUR
KINDNESS AND
GENEROSITY. YOU HAVE
TRICKED US, LULLING
Us WITH TALES ABoUT
HYPOTHETICAL
ALLIANCES WITH THE
CHINESE TO OVER-
THROW THE TURKS. YET
AT THE SAME TIME YOoU
WERE RESPONS/BLE
FOR BRINGING THE
DEVIL INTO THE VERY
HEART OF OUR CITY. WE
STRIP YOU OF YOUR
VENETIAN CITIZENSHIP
AND OF ALL YOUR
RIGHTS. YOU ARE NO
LONGER ONE OF US. IN
OTHER WORDS, You
ARE NOTHING!

THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR

THE PRICE OF EVOKING
THE CRUCIAL “QUESTION,”
BECAUSE BEHIND THIS
HIDEOUS MURDER WE
DETECT A HATEFUL
HERESY!...

WHEN YOU CAME BACK TO VENICE,
BATTISTA, WE WELCOMED
YOou WITH OPEN ARMS. WE WERE
WILLING TO FORGET THE EVENTS THAT

IR EXILE. DO YOU ACCE}
THAT WE - BOTH YOUR FATHER AND I -
WERE VERY MAGNANIMOUS?

HOW YOU THANK US -
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